QUINN LESTER

Washington & Lee University Email: glester@wlu.edu
Department of Politics
204 W. Washington St. Phone: 540-598-0881

Lexington, VA 24450

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Democratic Theory, American Political Thought, Contemporary Political Theory, Policing,
Carceral State, American Political Development, Law & Society, Race & Ethnic Politics

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENT

2026- Visiting Assistant Professor, Political Science, Washington & Lee University

2024-
2026 Postdoctoral Teaching Fellow, University Writing Program, Johns Hopkins University

2023 Visiting Assistant Professor, Political Science, George Washington University
2022 Visiting Assistant Professor, Political Science, Washington & Lee University

EDUCATION

PhD Johns Hopkins University, Department of Political Science, Major field Political Theory,
Minor field American Politics

BA Pomona College, (Magna Cum Laude), Politics, Religious Studies

PUBLICATIONS

Articles

2026 “Abolition Democracy as a Non-Repressive Society,” Contemporary Political Theory - 1
citation

2025 “The Specters of Radical Democracy: Policing and The Conspiratorial Politics of Rogues
in Jacques Derrida and Saidiya Hartman,” Law, Culture, and the Humanities

2024 “Democratic Rioting: From Tocqueville’s Tyranny of the Majority to the Baltimore
Uprising”, Constellations: An International Journal of Critical and Democratic Theory - 1
citation



2022 “Detecting the Asian Cop: Policing and the Incorporation of Asian Americans into
American Empire”, Politics, Groups, and Identities - 1 citation

“Bound to Preserve the White Self: Speculative Frenzy and the Patriarchal Right to Self-
Defense in John Locke and Ida B. Wells”, New Political Science -5 citations

2021 “Whose Democracy in Which State: Abolition Democracy from Angela Davis to W. E.
B. Du Bois”, Social Science Quarterly - 41 citations

“Bio-Orientalism and The Yellow Peril of Yellow Life”, Catalyst: Feminism, Theory,
Technoscience - 12 citations

Book Reviews and Review Essays

2025 “State of Fear: Policing a Postcolonial City, by Joshua Barker,” Law, Culture, and the
Humanities

2025 “Custodial Democracy and Incipient Abolition in Christopher D. Berk’s Democracy in
Captivity,” Theory & Event

2024 “A Philosophical History of Police Power, by Melayna Kay Lamb,” Crime, Media,
Culture

2022 “Political Mourning: Identity and Responsibility in the Wake of Tragedy, by Heather
Pool,” Law, Culture, and the Humanities

2017 “What About the White People?”, Qui Parle: Critical Humanities and Social Sciences

MANUSCRIPTS UNDER REVIEW

““Politics is War without Bloodshed’: Foucault, Mao, The Black Panther Party, and Protracted
War Against Fascism”, Philosophy & Global Affairs

MANUSCRIPTS IN PROGRESS

Book Manuscript: Policing Democracy: Police Visions and Black Countervisions of American
Policing

“Anti-Lockeanism in American Political Thought: The Turn Against Locke and the Politics of
Canon Formation”



DISSERTATION

“Policing Democracy: Theorizing White Supremacy, Police Power, and the Impure Politics of
Abolition” (Nominated for APSA Leo Strauss Award for Best Dissertation in Political
Philosophy)

Committee: P.J. Brendese, Robbie Shilliam, Vesla Weaver, Stuart Schrader, Nikhil Pal Singh

TEACHING

Washington & Lee University, Visiting Assistant Professor

Fall 2026 Introduction to Political Philosophy (2 sections)

Johns Hopkins University, Postdoctoral Teaching Fellow

Spring 2026  Re-Introduction to Writing: Do AI’s Write? (2 sections)

Winter 2026  Police on Film (Intersession)

Fall 2025 Re-Introduction to Writing: Who Owns the Streets? (2 sections)
Spring 2025 Re-Introduction to Writing: Riot/Uprising/Democracy (3 sections)
George Washington University, Visiting Assistant Professor

Spring 2024  American Political Thought (2 sections)
The Politics of Police and Prisons

Fall 2023 American Political Thought
Introduction to Politics 1

Washington & Lee University, Visiting Assistant Professor
Spring 2023  Police on Film

Winter 2023  Introduction to Political Philosophy (2 sections)
Race and Equality

Fall 2022 Introduction to Political Philosophy (2 sections)



Johns Hopkins University, Instructor of Record

Fall 2021 Expository Writing: A Right of Self-Defense?

Fall 2019 Freshman Seminar: By Any Means Necessary? Political Theories of Violence
Fall 2018 By Any Means Necessary? Political Theories of Violence

Johns Hopkins University, Teaching Assistant

Spring 2018  Introduction to American Politics, Robert Lieberman.

Spring 2017  Classics of Political Theory: Political Freedom, P.J. Brendese.

Fall 2015 Time to Kill: Race, Punishment, Death, and Desire, P.J. Brendese.

SERVICE

2024- University Writing Program (UWP) Assessment Committee

- Design, test, and implement an assessment process of UWP’s teaching of its learning
outcomes as measured through student writing

- Design, test, and implement a survey for students measuring their self-assessment of
meeting UWP’s learning outcomes

INVITED TALKS

2023 "Southern Patriarchy and a ‘Well-Governed Society’: Rethinking the Origins of Policing
under Slavery”, Brown University Ruth J. Simmons Center for the Study of Slavery & Justice;
and George Washington University Political Theory Workshop

“Fanonian Visions of Colonial Policing”, Western Political Science Association Virtual
Community

2021 “Abolition Democracy from Angela Davis to W. E. B. Du Bois”, University of
Wisconsin-Green Bay, Democracy & Justice Studies

FELLOWSHIPS, HONORS, and AWARDS

2021-2022  Alexander Grass Humanities Institution Graduate Research Fellowship



2019-2020  Dean’s Prize Fellowship, Johns Hopkins University

2018-2019  Dean’s Teaching Fellowship, Johns Hopkins University

2016 Paul A. McCoy Award for best graduate student seminar paper in Political
Science
PRESENTATIONS

Panels Organized

2025 Police Worlds, Legal Worlds, Abolition Worlds, Law, Culture, and the Humanities
Annual Conference, June 18, Washington D.C.

2025 Psychoanalysis and Political Theory: A Renewed Method?, Western Political Science
Association Annual Conference, April 19, Seattle

2024 Fascism and Anti-Fascisms, Western Political Science Association Annual Conference,
March 28, Vancouver

2022 Roundtable: The Past and Future of Policing in Political Theory, American Political
Science Association Annual Conference, Sept. 17th, Montreal

2020 Theorizing Democracy and Sovereignty from within the Abolitionist Horizon, American
Political Science Association Annual Conference, Sept. 14th, online conference.

2019 Policing in Theory and Practice, Western Political Science Association Annual
Conference, April 18th, San Diego

Conference Paper Presentations

2026 “Police Utopias/Abolitionist Futures” Paper Presented at the Western Political Science
Association Annual Conference, April 3, San Diego

2025 “Anti-Lockeanism in American Political Thought: Fitzhugh, Kendall, Strauss” Paper
Presented at the American Political Science Association Annual Conference, September 14,
Vancouver

2025 “Police Demonology, or Fantasies of Control Between Trumpism and Blue Lives Matter”
Paper Presented at the Western Political Science Association Annual Conference, April 19,
Seattle



2025 “Abolition Democracy as a Non-Repressive Society: Herbert Marcuse, Angela Davis,
and the New Left Legacies of Abolition” Paper Presented at the Johns Hopkins University
Political Science Department’s Political Theory Workshop, January 28, Baltimore

2024 “Patriarchal Abolition and the Problem of Mediation in Abolitionist Politics” Paper
Presented at the American Political Science Association Annual Conference, September 7,

Philadelphia; and the Association for Political Theory Annual Conference, November 22,
Blacksburg, VA

2024 “Black Power Against Fascism: Coloniality, Psychoanalysis, and the Problem of
Aggression in Black Politics” Paper Presented at the Western Political Science Association
Annual Conference, March 28, Vancouver

2023 "Southern Patriarchy and a ‘Well-Governed Society’: Rethinking the Origins of Policing
under Slavery” Paper Presented at Association for Political Theory Annual Conference, October
13th, Schenectady

2023 “‘Must the future of abolition be first performed on the page?’: Black Feminist
Abolitionist Speculation as Method” Paper Presented at Western Political Science Association
Annual Conference, April 7th, San Francisco

2022 “James Q. Wilson, “Broken Windows” Policing, and Defending Community in American
Political Thought” Paper Presented at Association for Political Theory Annual Conference, Oct.
29th, Houston.

2022 “The Specter Haunting Democracy: Finding the Presence of the Police in Walter
Benjamin, Jacque Derrida, and Saidiya Hartman” Paper Presented at Western Political Science
Association Annual Conference, March 11th, Portland; Midwestern Political Science
Association Annual Conference, April 8th, Chicago.

2021 "Democratic Uprisings?: Rioting and Democracy from Tocqueville to the Baltimore
Uprising” Paper Presented at American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, October
1, Seattle; Association for Political Theory Annual Conference, November 11th, Amherst;
American Political Thought Journal Workshop, January 29th, Los Angeles.

2021 “Detecting the Asian Cop: Policing and the Incorporation of Asian Americans into
American Empire” Paper Presented at Association for Asian American Studies Annual Meeting,
April 8, online conference.



2020 “The Victims of Democracy: Abolition Democracy from Davis to Du Bois” Paper
Presented at American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, September 14, online
conference.

2019 “Rethinking Police Abolition and the Marketing of Policing.” Roundtable Presentation at
American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, August 20th, Washington D.C.

2019 “The Demand for Complete Disorder: The Black Panther Party Between Colony and
Constitution.” Paper Presented at Law and Society Annual Conference, May 3 1st, Washington
D.C.; and Association for Political Theory Annual Conference, October 24th, Irvine

2019 “Crafting Yellow Peril: Asian Racial Position in an Anti-Black world.” Paper Presented
at Association for Asian American Studies Annual Conference, April 27th, Madison

2019 “Police Petrification and the Duree of Decolonization.” Paper Presented at Western
Political Science Association Annual Conference, April 18th, San Diego

2018 “Juche and and the Ghetto: The Black Panther Party Goes to North Korea.” Paper
Presented at the International Conference on Korea and Vietnam in the Modern and
Contemporary Ages, June 2nd, Seoul; and American Studies Association Annual Conference,
November 9th, Atlanta

2016 “To End the World: Lessons from the Black Panther Party for Dark Times.” Paper
Presented at the American Studies Association Annual Conference, November 18, Denver

2016 ““War is Politics with Bloodshed”: Mao, The Black Panthers, and Protracted Politics.”
Paper Presented at the American Political Science Association Annual Conference, September 2,
Philadelphia

2016 “Yellow Power and "Yellow Life": Some Notes Towards a Theory of Bio-Orientalism.”
Paper Presented at the Association for Asian American Studies Annual Conference, April 28,
Miami

2016 “The Logics of Horror: Lovecraft, Afro-pessimism, and the Horror of Race.” Paper
Presented at the American Comparative Literature Association Annual Conference, March 18,
Boston

2015 “The World-Against-Us: Horror Between Politics and Ontology.” Paper presented at
MIGC: Midwestern Interdisciplinary Graduate Conference, February 20, Milwaukee



MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

American Political Science Association
Western Political Science Association
Association for Political Theory

Law, Culture, and the Humanities

REFERENCES

P.J. Brendese

Associate Professor, Political Science
Johns Hopkins University

338 Mergenthaler Hall

3400 N. Charles Street,

Baltimore, MD 21218

410-516-5963

pbrendel@jhu.edu

Vesla Weaver

Professor, Political Science
Johns Hopkins University
338 Mergenthaler Hall
3400 N. Charles Street,
Baltimore, MD 21218
617-504-0354

vesla@jhu.edu

Matthew Pavesich

Director, University Writing Program
Johns Hopkins University

12 Gilman Hall

3400 N. Charles Street,

Baltimore, MD 21218

410-516-4371

mpavesi2@jhu.edu

Anthony Wexler

Senior Lecturer, University Writing Program
Johns Hopkins University

124 Greenhouse Annex

3400 N. Charles Street,



mailto:pbrende1@jhu.edu
mailto:vesla@jhu.edu
mailto:mpavesi2@jhu.edu

Baltimore, MD 21218
410-804-7174
awexler2(@jhu.edu

John Seery
George Irving Thompson Memorial Professor of Government and Professor of Politics

Pomona College

333 N. College Way
Claremont, CA 91711
(909) 607-2458
john.seery@pomona.edu



mailto:john.seery@pomona.edu

