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Joshua Lawrence Lazard, Ph.D. is a scholar of African American religion. After earning a Bachelor of 
Arts in Accounting at Fisk University, he completed a Master of Divinity and Master of Arts in Church 
Music at the Interdenominational Theological Center presenting a thesis on the relationship between 
Black preaching and music. He attained his Ph.D. at Boston University, School of Theology, with his 
primary area of research focused on the aesthetics of the African American preaching tradition. He 
recently defended his dissertation entitled, “The Sanctified Imagination: The Afterlife of Sermons in the 
African American Preaching Tradition.” His critical interests pay attention to the sounds of religious 
blackness as they bear on fugitivity, theories of imagination, pragmatism, and Black critical theory. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
ACADEMIC 
APPOINTMENTS  
 

Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Virginia 
Assistant Professor of Africana Studies and Religion 
 

EDUCATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Doctor of Philosophy 
Boston University, School of Theology, May 2026 
Dissertation: “The Sanctified Imagination: The Afterlives of Sermons in the 
African American Preaching Tradition.” Comprehensive exam areas: 
Homiletics, practical theology, Black Church studies, hermeneutics, special 
research topics (imagination, pragmatism, Black aesthetics) 
 
Master of Divinity (concentration Homiletics and Worship)  
Johnson C. Smith Seminary at the Interdenominational Theological Center, 
May 2010 
 
Master of Arts, Church Music 
Johnson C. Smith Seminary at the Interdenominational Theological Center, 
May 2010. Thesis topic: “The Effectiveness of Music and the Role of 
Preaching in the Black Church.” 
 
Bachelor of Science 
Fisk University, Business Administration, May 2006 
Dillard University, toward a Bachelor of Arts in Accounting August 2002 – 
September 2005, transferred because of Hurricane Katrina 
Students are expected to take in-class written notes throughout the week and 
submit the journal on Fridays. The tactile notetaking process is designed to 
help students synthesize lectures and readings as aid for in-class discussions.  
 

TEACHING 
EXPERIENCE 
 
 
 
 

Professor, Black Church in America, Fall 2026 
An exploration of the history and politics, religious life and theological 
thought of the Black Church in America. This includes study of indigenous  
African religions and their influence on the Black Church, consideration of 
the impact of slavery on the shape of African American religion, and 
discussion of changes in the Church (north and south) after the Civil War.  
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An important focus of the course will be on the religious, political, and 
theological legacies of the 20th century Church and possible directions for 
that of the 21st. 
 
Instructor, Black American Music, Babson College, Spring 2024 
Familiarized students with African American musical genres c. 1840-present; 
applied ethnomusicology to discuss nuanced aspects of African American 
culture congruent with the evolution of musical genres (minstrelsy, spirituals, 
blues, jazz, R&B, soul, gospel, funk, house, and hip-hop); Assessed students’ 
knowledge through written assignments, group projects, and final 
presentations 
 
Teaching Fellow, Black Lives Matter and Theology, Boston University, School 
of Theology, Fall 2023, Prof. Gerald Williams 
 
Teaching Fellow, World Religions in Boston, Boston University, School of 
Theology, Fall 2023, Prof. Andrew Shenton 
 
Teaching Fellow, Introduction to Hebrew Bible, Boston University, School of 
Theology, Fall 2022, Profs. Kathryn Pfisterer Darr and Brandon Simonson 
 
Teaching Fellow, Introduction to Preaching, Boston University, School of 
Theology, Spring 2022, 2023, Prof. David Schnasa Jacobsen 
 
Teaching Fellow, Creative Pedagogy, Boston University, School of Theology, 
Fall 2021, Prof. Courtney Goto 
 
Preceptor, African Americans and the Bible, Duke Divinity, Fall 2019, Prof. 
Valerie Cooper 
 
Instructor, Planning Worship Effectively: Christ, Calendar and Culture, 
Johnson C. Smith Theological Institute, Spring 2017 
• Introduced concepts of traditional and African American liturgy to lay-

persons through an online portal 
• Supplied feedback on submitted assignments to learners through online 

means 
• Hosted live chats throughout the course with learners 
 
Preceptor, Introduction to Worship, Duke Divinity School, Spring 2016 & 
Spring 2017 
 
Preceptor, Ethics in an Unjust World, Duke University, Spring 2015, 2016 
• Facilitated group trips in the local Durham community 
• Provided feedback and support to students in keeping with the Nazareth 

Manifesto of community engagement 
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• Provided classroom management needs to the instructor: grading papers, 
keeping attendance, etc.  

 
Instructor, Ethics, Dillard University, Spring 2014 
• Provide theories of normative and meta-ethics 
• Objectively allow students to synthesize Christian ethics versus 

normative ethics into forming their own personal and group ethics for 
the class. 

 
Instructor, Black Church in America, Dillard University, Fall 2012 
Provide historical, social and political context for the formation of the 
institutional Black Church in the United States with indigenous African 
religious and African diaspora worldview 
 

MANUSCRIPTS IN 
PREPARATION 

“Imagine What’s Next: Afrofuturism and the Fugitive Counterwitness,” 
chapter proposal accepted for Complicit No More: Truth, Justice, and the 
Awakening of Black Faith Communities, Routledge Press, November 2026. 
 

PUBLICATIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paper. “‘You May Be Seated’: Preaching, Praise Breaks, and Role of 
Exhortation in the Black Sermonic Tradition.” Academy of Homiletics. 
Richmond, Virginia, December 2025.  
 
Paper. “‘A Sound from ‘Something Within’: The Sonic Properties of 
Fugitivity in the Black Preaching Tradition.” American Academy of 
Religion. Boston, Massachusetts, November 2025.  

Book Review. “The Challenge of Joseph H. Jackson: How America’s Most 
Powerful Preacher Became a Forgotten Man,” Homiletic: Vol. 50: No. 1, 
2025. 
 
Book Review. “Social Crisis Preaching: Biblical Proclamation for Troubled 
Times,” Homiletic: Vol. 49: No. 1, 2024.  
 
Book Review. “King’s Vibrato: Modernism, Blackness, and the Sonic Life 
of Martin Luther King, Jr.,” Yale Journal of Music & Religion: Vol. 9: No. 1, 
Article 11, 2023. 
 
Paper. “Betting on Black: Creative Transformation & Polydoxy in African 
American Preaching.” Academy of Homiletics. Louisville, Kentucky, 
November 2022. 

PRESENTATIONS, 
LECTURES & PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT 

Panelist. “The Dancing Mind: Phillis Wheatley Peters, Imagination, and 
Christian Social Witness.” The James W. Crawford Lecture, Old South 
United Church of Christ, Boston, Massachusetts, May 2026. 
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Lecture. “When Sunday Comes: Fugitivity and the Sounds of Blackness.” 
Hard Gospel: Blackness, Belief, Aesthetics Symposium at Yale Divinity 
School. New Haven, Connecticut, April 2026. 
 
Presentation. “Is That What the Bible Says? Preaching Outside of the and 
Lectionary.” Project Proclaim: Compelling Preaching Initiative of the 
Southern New England Conference of the United Church of Christ, Camp 
Silver Lake, Sharon, Connecticut, June 2025; Wisdom House Retreat 
Center, Litchfield, Connecticut, June 2026. 
 
Presentation. “Best Practices for Babylon: Preaching that Demands a 
Verdict.” Project Proclaim: Compelling Preaching Initiative of the Southern 
New England Conference of the United Church of Christ, Camp Silver 
Lake, Sharon, Connecticut, June 2025; Wisdom House Retreat Center, 
Litchfield, Connecticut, June 2026. 
 
Presentation. “The Sanctified Imagination: Black Futures and Black Faith,” 
co-presented with Amber Louisa Lowe-Woodfork, Ph.D. (Indiana 
University). Samuel Dewitt Proctor Conference. Atlanta, Georgia, February 
2023. 
 
Lecture. “A Mind is a Terrible Thing to Waste: On Being Black, Christian 
and an Intellectual.” C. Eric Lincoln Lectureship Series, Clark Atlanta 
University, Atlanta, Georgia. October 2019. 
 
Lecture. “No Alternative Facts, Please: Connecting the Dots of Black 
Liberation Theology through American Exceptionalism.” 2017. Theology 
from the Margins, World Religions, 790, Duke University Divinity School, 
Durham. February 2017. 
 
Sermon. “Imagine What’s Next.” Academy of Preachers, Festival of Young 
Preachers, Atlanta, Georgia, January 2013. 

  
SELECTED OP-EDS “The White Progressive Christian Church Needs to Adopt a Theology of  

Anger.” Op-ed published in BU Today, 3 June 2022.  
https://www.bu.edu/articles/2022/pov-white-progressive-christian-
church-needs-theology-of-anger/ 
 
“Religious leaders should take a bigger role in bringing the change the 
nation needs.” Op-ed published in the Raleigh News & Observer 4 June 
2020. https://www.newsobserver.com/ 
opinion/article243236956.html 
 
“With Joel Osteen, Kanye drops a clue about his faith, and his kinship with 
Trump.” Op-ep published with Religion News Service 20 November 2019 
 
“Clergy inaction on gun control an ‘abomination,’ says Duke minister.” Op-
ed published in the Durham Herald Sun 22 May 2018. 
http://www.heraldsun.com/opinion/ 
article211624159.html 
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“Contest School Shootings with Metal Detectors, Not Bias.” Op-ed 
published in the Raleigh News & Observer 19 February 2018. 
http://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/op-ed/article200714414.html 
 
“A Grad Student Tax Could Lock Out Many from Advanced Degrees.” 
Op-ed published in the Raleigh News & Observer 6 December 2017. 
http://www.newsobserver.com/opinion/op-ed/article188438314.html 
 
“Statues that Glorify a Troubled History.” Op-ed published in the Durham 
Herald Sun 14 September 2017. 
http://www.heraldsun.com/opinion/article172804901.html 
 
“Searching for Moral High Ground: While Houston Drowns: A Perspective 
on the Lakewood Church Controversy.” Published on Religion Dispatches 30 
August 2017. http://religiondispatches.org/searching-for-moral-high-
ground-while-houston-drowns-a-perspective-on-the-lakewood-church-
controversy/ 
 
“Will Black Millennials Forge a Future for the Progressive Black Church?” 
Published on Religion Dispatches 3 August 2017. 
http://religiondispatches.org/will-millennials-forge-a-future-for-the-
progressive-black-church/ 
 
“How ‘Race Tests’ Maintain Evangelical Segregation.” Published on Religion 
Dispatches 17 May 2017. http://religiondispatches.org/how-race-tests-
maintain-evangelical-segregation/ 
 
“I Speak to God in Public: Are Young Black Millennials Reclaiming a 
Theology of Resistance?” Published on Religion Dispatches 14 April 2017. 
http://religiondispatches.org/i-speak-to-god-in-public-are-young-black-
millennials-reclaiming-a-new-theology-of-resistance/ 
 
“To Be Christian, Intellectual and Black: A Response to Vincent Lloyd.” 
Published on Religion Dispatches 30 September 2016. 
http://religiondispatches.org/to-be-christian-intellectual-and-black-a-
response-to-vincent-lloyd/ 
 
“A Theology of Anger: Forgiveness for White Supremacy Derails Action 
and Alienates Young Black Activists.” Published on Religion Dispatches  6 
June 2015. http://religiondispatches.org/a-theology-of-anger-forgiveness-
for-white-supremacy-derails-action-and-alienates-young-black-activists/ 
 
“These Hoes Ain’t Loyal: Biblical Harlotry and Patriarchy Then and Now.” 
Published on Religion Dispatches, 9 June 2014. 
ttp://www.religiondispatches.org/archive/atheologies/7924/ 
_these_hoes_ain_t_loyal__biblical_harlotry_and_patriarchy_then_and_no
w/ 
 
 
 



 

6 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Ex Gay Gospel Star Donnie McClurkin and the Decline of Public 
Theology.” Published on Religion Dispatches, 19 August 2013. 
http://www.religiondispatches.org/archive/sexand 
gender/7251/_ex_gay_gospel_star_donnie_mcclurkin_and_the_decline_of
_public_theology 
 
“Imagine What’s Next,” in Gospel in the City: Sermons from the 2013 National 
Festival of Preachers, ed. Dwight A. Moody.  (St. Louis: Chalice Press, 2013).  
269-274. 
 

MEDIA APPEARANCES “On Point.” WBUR, National Public Radio. Guest on “CoronaVirus and 
Faith.” 25 March 2020. 
 
“On Point.” WBUR, National Public Radio. Guest on “Kanye’s Christian 
Pilgrimage: From ‘Jesus Walks’ To ‘Jesus Is King.’” 30 October 2019 
 
“The State of Things.” WUNC, National Public Radio. Interview on op-ed 
“Contest School Shootings with Metal Detectors, Not Bias.” 20 March 2018 
 
“Where Do We Go From Here?  MLK and the Future of Inclusion.” 
WYNC, National Public Radio, New York City. 17 January 2017

PROFESSIONAL 
MEMBERSHIP  

American Academy of Religion, Academy of Homiletics, Society for the 
Study of Black Religion

 


