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Adrienne C. Jones, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Sociology 
Washington and Lee University 

Lexington, VA 24450 
ajones@wlu.edu | www.adriennejonesphd.com 

 
Academic Appointments 
2026 –  Washington and Lee University 
       Assistant Professor of Sociology, Department of Sociology and Anthropology 
 Law, Justice and Society Program 
 DeLaney Faculty Scholar  
 
2024 – 2026 Washington and Lee University 

DeLaney Postdoctoral Fellow in Southern Race Relations, Culture, and Politics 
 

Education 
2024 PhD, Public Policy and Sociology, Duke University 

“Fee to Drive: How Poverty, Punishment, and Policy Shape the Lives of Suspended 
Drivers” 
Committee: Anna Gassman-Pines (co-chair), Jessi Streib (co-chair), Tyson H. Brown, 
Deondra Rose, Mallory SoRelle 

2024 M.A., Sociology, Duke University 
 

2014 M.P.P., Duke University 

2011 B.A., Political Science, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Minor: Hispanic studies 

 
Research Interests 
Public Policy, Poverty and Inequality, Criminal Legal Debt, Race, American South 

 
Manuscripts in Progress 
2026 

Jones, A. “I Had to Do What I Had to Do” How Transportation and Enforcement Practices 
Shape the Employment Outcomes of Suspended Drivers 

Jones, A., Lowell, W., Boyd Jr., C., & Gassman-Pines, A. Ride or Drive? Calculated Risk-
Taking and Collateral Consequences Among Suspended Drivers 

 
SoRelle, M., Jones, A., Laws, S., Gassman-Pines, A. Degrees of Deservingness? 
Perceptions of and Support for Traffic Debt Relief 

 
Policy Reports 
2025 

Jones, A., Lowell, W., Boyd Jr., C., & Gassman-Pines, A. Suspending Driver’s Licenses 
due to Outstanding Traffic Citations Increases Financial Stress and Limits Job 
Opportunities (Summer 2025) 

mailto:ajones@wlu.edu
http://www.adriennejonesphd.com/
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Fellowships, Grants, and Distinctions 

       Fellowships 
       
       2025–26 Community Based Learning Fellowship, Washington and Lee University 
       2023–24 Global Justice and Equity Fellow, Duke University 

2022–23 Emerging Scholar, National African American Child and Family Research Center, 
Morehouse School of Medicine 

2022–23 American South Collaborative Fellowship, Duke University 
2022 Summer Research Fellow, Mathematica 

Grants 

2026  Lenfest Summer Research Grant 
2025 Lenfest Summer Research Grant 
2023 Aleane Webb Dissertation Research Award, Duke University 
2023 Research Award: Racism and Systemic Inequalities, Duke University 
2022–23 Dissertation Grant, Washington Center for Equitable Growth 
2022 Research Award: Racism and Systemic Inequalities, Duke University 
2021 Duke Endowment Award, Duke University 
2021 Summer Research Award, Duke University 
2021 Brown-Nagin Graduate Award, Duke University 

 
Distinctions 

2024 Algernon Sidney Sullivan Award, Duke University 
2023 Graduate Teaching Award, Department of Sociology, Duke University 
2022 Bass Connections Outstanding Mentorship Award, Finalist, Duke University 
2021–22 Diversity Alliance Fellow, Public Affairs Diversity Alliance 
2021 Dissertation Proposal Workshop, Institute for Research on Poverty 

Center for Race and Wealth 
2021 Equity and Inclusion Fellow, Association of Public Policy Analysis and Management 
2013 Sanford School Stubbing Award, Duke University 
2007–11 Joseph and Grace Needham Pogue Scholar, UNC Chapel Hill 

 
Research Experience, Training, and Professional Development 
2020–24 Research Assistant to Dr. Anna Gassman-Pines 
2021 Institute for Qualitative and Multi-Method Research 
2016-18 Mathematica Policy Research, Senior Programmer Analyst 
2015–16 Mathematica Policy Research, Research Assistant/Programmer 
2014–15 Research Assistant to Dr. Helen Ladd and Dr. Charles Clotfelter 

Teaching Experience and Training 
Assistant Professor of Sociology – Washington and Lee University 

• SOAN 2905 – 01: Exploring Punishment, Inequality, and Justice in the System of Monetary Sanctions 
• SOAN 3905 – 01: Social Welfare Policy 

 
Postdoctoral Fellow – Washington and Lee University 

• HIST 269: Between Paradise and Terro: Caribbean Slavery and Colonialism 
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• SOAN 290I: Interrogating Ethnography 
• SOAN 202: Contemporary Social Problems 
• SOAN 290H/POL 295K: Exploring Punishment, Inequality, and Justice in the System of 

Monetary Sanctions 
 

Instructor of Record – Duke Kunshan University 
• PubPol 101: Introduction to Public Policy Analysis (virtual) 

Lead Teaching Assistant – Duke University 
• PubPol 155: Introduction to Public Policy Analysis 
• RaceSoc 395: Driver’s License Access 

Teaching Assistant – Duke University 
• Univ 101: Duke University Course on Race 
• PoliSci 210: Conservatism 
• PubPol 850: Social Policy 
• PubPol 310: Policy and the Political Process 

Teaching Preparation 

Preparing Future Faculty 
Duke University Certification in College Teaching 

 
Conference Presentations 
SoRelle, M., Jones, A., Laws, S., Gassman-Pines, A. 2025. “Degrees of Deservingness? Perceptions of 
and Support for Traffic Debt Relief. Mini-Conference on Credit, Debt, and Inequality: The Politics of 
Consumer Finance at the Midwest Political Science Association (MPSA) Annual Conference, 4 April, 
Chicago, IL. 

 
Jones, Adrienne. 2023. “Barriers to Driver’s License Restoration: Evidence from North Carolina’s 
DEAR Program” Association for Public Policy and Management Annual Meeting, 10 November, Atlanta, 
GA. 

 
Jones, Adrienne. 2023. “Fee to Drive” Society for Community and Action Biennial Conference, 22 June, 
Atlanta, GA. 

 
Jones, Adrienne. 2023. “Fee to Drive” National African American Child and Family Research Center 
Annual Conference, 8 June, Atlanta, GA. 

 
Smith, Nina & Adrienne Jones. 2023. “Parenting in a Pandemic. Associations with Job Loss and Parent-
Child Interactions.” Society for Research in Child Development Biennial Conference, 25 March, Salt 
Lake City, UT. 

 
Jones, Adrienne. 2021. “Effects of Trade Adjustment Assistance Community College Grants: Evidence 
from North Carolina.” Association for Public Policy and Management Annual Meeting, 29 March, 
Austin, TX. 

 
Invited Talks and Policy Presentations 
2025 

• DeLaney Dialogue, “Trying Not to Make Things Hard: Exploring Transportation Arrangements Among 
Suspended Drivers”, Washington and Lee University 
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• Lifelong Learning, Race and Poverty Webinar, Washington and Lee University 
 
Service 
Sociology and Anthropology Department 
 
2025 Mission Statement Revision Committee 
 
Washington and Lee University 
 
2026 DeLaney Center Postdoctoral Fellow Search Committee 
2025 DeLaney Center Postbaccalaureate Seach Committee 
 
Sanford School of Public Policy 

 
2022–23 Ph.D. Program Student Executive Committee 
2020–21 Ph.D. Program Student Executive Committee 

 
Duke University 

 
2024 Dean of Students Search Committee 
2023 Global Justice and Equity Fellowship Selection Committee 
2022–23 President’s Council on Black Affairs 
2021 Duke Housing and Residence Life Search Committee 
2020–2022 Student Alumni Board, Member 
 
National Service 
 
2026  APPAM Social Equity and Race Conference Proposal Reviewer 
2026 APPAM Equity and Inclusion Fellowship Reviewer 
2025  APPAM Equity and Inclusion Fellowship Reviewer 
2023 APPAM Fall Research Conference Volunteer 

Community Service 

2026 -          African American Leadership and Policy Institute  
 

Professional Memberships 
Association of Public Policy and Management 
American Sociological Association 
Society for Community Research and Action 

 
Popular Press Coverage 
W&L The Columns Feature: DeLaney Center Intern Write-Up 
Mathematica On the Evidence Podcast: 2022 Summer Fellows Edition 
Duke University Sanford School of Public Policy: Student Voices Highlight 
Duke University Bass Connections: Student Stories 
Global Justice and Equity Fellow Spotlight: Adrienne Jones 

https://columns.wlu.edu/change-agents-delaney-center-interns-help-drive-social-progress/

