
VOYAGE OF THE CENTURY

July 27 – August 5, 2027

Experience the Total “Eclipse of the Century” 
& Cruise the Greek Islands

Aboard the 57-Suite Blue Zephyr

Plaka, the attractive main village of the island of Milos

With David Sukow, Robert Lee 
Telford Professor of Physics



Witness one of the rarest and longest total solar eclipses 
of the 21st century from an incomparable vantage point: 
the spacious open decks of a beautiful small ship, the 
Blue Zephyr, in the sparkling cobalt waters of the southern 
Mediterranean Sea. On August 2, 2027, the moon’s shadow 
will sweep across the sky with the moon covering the sun 
for nearly six minutes—an extraordinary celestial spectacle. 
Known as the “eclipse of the century,” it will be the longest 
occurrence of totality until June 2114.  

The path of the eclipse will be along North Africa’s 
Mediterranean Sea coast. After spending one night in 
Athens, we will embark on the Blue Zephyr for a cruise that 
will include some of the most enchanting Greek islands. On 
the morning of August 2, the day of the eclipse, our ship will 
position at a vantage point off the coast of North Africa along 
the line of maximum totality, where without land-based 
obstructions, we will observe this extraordinary once-in-a-
lifetime phenomenon for about an astonishing six minutes of 
darkness.

The best way to experience a total solar eclipse is in 
the company of curious and enthusiastic companions. 
Professor David Sukow is beyond excited to travel with 
members of W&L’s alumni community to help the group 
make the most of this rare, visually stunning event.

With beautifully appointed common areas, including a 
library, lounge, two restaurants, expansive open decks, and 
accommodating a maximum capacity of just 114 guests, 
the Blue Zephyr is more akin to a large private yacht than 
a cruise ship. Greek-owned and operated by a team of 65 
officers and crew members who were born and raised in the 
Greek islands and along the shores of the Aegean Sea, the 
Blue Zephyr epitomizes the proud Greek seafaring tradition 
that dates back to prehistoric times.

The combination of a once-in-a-lifetime natural phenomenon 
and the opportunity to explore the idyllic Greek islands make 
this an exceptionally compelling voyage.

Dear Washington & Lee Travelers,

David W. Sukow is the 
Robert Lee Telford Professor 
of Physics at W&L, where 
he has taught physics and 
astronomy since 1999. He 
witnessed his first total solar 
eclipse at age 9 in Winnipeg, 
Canada, and has chased the 
Moon’s shadow ever since. 
An enthusiastic astronomy 
educator, he has involved 
students in research on 

stars and galaxies using instruments such as the 100-meter 
Green Bank Telescope. He is deeply committed to the idea 
that astronomy is for everyone and loves facilitating the 
transformative experience of viewing the skies. David is thrilled 
to join this trip with alumni to discover the Greek Islands, and to 
share both scientific insights and human awe in observing this 
spectacular celestial event.

DAVID SUKOW

FACULTY                              

David Sukow and his daughter, Ingrid Sukow, skygazing

Warm regards, 

Lisa D’Amelio 
Associate Director

James Lambert
Director

Darren Smith
Office Manager

For more information, please call W&L’s Off ice of Lifelong Learning at 540.458.8723
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Combining cruise-ship elegance with small-ship intimacy and accommodating 
only 114 guests in 57 spacious suites, the Blue Zephyr of Blue Zephyr Cruises 
was refurbished and redecorated in 2026 to create an atmosphere of heightened 
comfort and a sense of dignified, easy elegance, all while fostering a sense of 
convivial intimacy. 

All 57 outside-facing suites are generously proportioned at a minimum of 225 
square feet. Each is elegantly appointed with beds that can be configured as 
two twin-size beds or one queen-size bed, a sitting area and other amenities, 
as well as a marble bathroom. Several suites include private balconies.

Superb Greek and internationally accented cuisine is created by Blue 
Zephyr's master chefs and served either in the elegant restaurant, which 
accommodates all guests at one unassigned seating, or al-fresco on the 

wide sun deck. Select Greek regional and other European wines, beer and 
beverages are complimentary with lunch and dinner. Fresh ingredients are 
chosen from local artisanal and organic suppliers, guaranteeing cuisine of 
excellent quality.

The ship's exceptionally spacious common areas include, in addition to the 
restaurant, a main lounge, the Club lounge, a library, a boutique shop, a gym, a 
spa, and an infirmary. There are generous open deck spaces, and an elevator 
connects all decks.

Greek-owned and operated by a team of 65 officers and crew members who 
were born and raised in the Greek islands and along the shores of the Aegean 
Sea, the Blue Zephyr epitomizes the proud Greek seafaring tradition that goes 
back to prehistoric times.

Club Outdoor Dining Lounge

Premium Balcony Suite Standard Suite

A Private Yacht-Like Cruising Experience 
in the Greek Islands

THE ELEGANT 57-SUITE BLUE ZEPHYR
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I T I N E R A R Y

Tuesday, July 27, 2027
DEPART THE US
Depart the United States on overnight flights for Athens, capital of 
Greece. Ancient monuments testify to the city’s glorious past, which 
gave rise to artistic, political, and philosophical concepts that have 
shaped integral structures of modern Western society for millennia.

Wednesday, July 28
ATHENS, Greece
Arrive in Athens, Europe’s oldest city and today, a dynamic center 
of vibrant contemporary culture. Transfer to the centrally located 
Hotel Athens Capital  (or similar). Enjoy a welcome dinner in the 
evening. (D)

Thursday, July 29
ATHENS/CAPE SOUNION/EMBARK BLUE ZEPHYR
In the morning, tour the celebrated monuments of the Acropolis. 

Built in the 5th century BC, the sublime Parthenon and neighboring 
structures signify the pinnacle of Classical-era art and architecture. 
Continue on to visit the Acropolis Museum, home to an outstanding 
collection of sculptures and other artifacts. After lunch, drive along 
the Athenian Riviera to Cape Sounion to visit the magnificent 5th-
century BC Temple of Poseidon, overlooking the Aegean Sea. Embark 
the Blue Zephyr in nearby Lavrio and sail in the evening. (B, L, D)

Friday, July 30
PAROS
Arrive in the morning to Paros, famed since antiquity for its fine 
translucent white marble favored by master sculptors. Begin with 
a walking tour of the narrow lanes of charming Parikia, the island’s 
main town, invitingly framed by whitewashed Cycladic houses 
and flowered balconies. Visit the impressive Byzantine cathedral 
of Ekatontapyliani (“Our Lady of a Hundred Doors’’), which has 
been a continuous place of worship since its construction in the 
6th century, and continue to the Archaeological Museum, which 
exhibits sculptures of Parian marble and other artifacts. Later, 
explore the picturesque port village of Naoussa, the island’s 
attractive interior, and enjoy time at leisure for independent 
discovery. Conditions permitting, there may be an opportunity to 
swim today. (B, L, D)

Saturday, July 31
SIFNOS
Set foot ashore today in Sifnos, one of the gems of the Cyclades and 
renowned for its delicious cuisine. Explore the beautiful hilltop towns 
of Apollonia and Artemonas, and the rest of the island, which has 
a remarkable network of walking paths that offer beautiful views. 
Sifnos’ incredible golden beaches are another highlight, and we may 
have the chance to refresh with a dip during the day in the azure 
waters surrounding the island. (B, L, D)

Sunday, August 1
AT SEA
During this day at sea, attend lectures, relax, and enjoy the Blue 
Zephyr’s many amenities as the ship spends the full day cruising 
towards the coast of North Africa. (B, L, D)

Crete

GREECE

NORTH AFRICA

Cape Sounion 
Lavrio

Paros

Sifnos

Kissamos

Vantage eclipse 
observation point

Chania

Milos

Aegean
Sea

Mediterranean Sea

Ship route
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Air route

ATHENS

Typical street in Parikia, Paros
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Monday, August 2
TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE OF THE CENTURY
The Zephyr will position this morning off the coast of North Africa: 
one of the best places in the world to observe the totality of the 
eclipse for its maximum duration of 5 minutes and 18 seconds. The 
maximum totality here will start at 10:00 a.m. Around noon, the ship 
will resume sailing, returning to the Aegean Sea. (B, L, D)

Tuesday, August 3
KISSAMOS/CHANIA/KISSAMOS, Crete
Arrive this morning in Crete, Greece’s largest island, and home to 
Europe’s earliest civilization, the Minoan civilization. The island has 
endured waves of occupation by Venetians, Andalusian Arabs, 
Ottoman Turks, and Genoese, among others. Tour the lovely town 
of Chania, including the Topanas Quarter nestled around the harbor, 
where delightful narrow streets are lined with well-preserved houses, 
mansions, and other buildings from the town’s period of Venetian 
control. Proceed to the fascinating Archaeological Museum, with 
artifacts spanning from the Neolithic period to the Roman era. (B, L, D)

Wednesday, August 4
MILOS
Blue Zephyr calls this morning in striking Milos. Of volcanic origin, 
the island is known for its magnificent coastal landscapes, dotted 
with attractive ports and fishing villages. The celebrated Venus 
de Milo, though discovered near the ancient site of Trypiti in 1820, 
has been displayed in the Louvre since 1821. Milos’ well-preserved 
Roman theater and early Christian catacombs are also of interest. 
Conclude with time at leisure amongst the white-washed buildings 
and picturesque lanes of Plaka, Milos’ quintessentially Cycladic 
main town. There may be an opportunity to swim today. Back on 
board the ship, enjoy a festive farewell dinner this evening. (B, L, D)

Thursday, August 5
LAVRIO/ATHENS/HOMEWARD
Disembark in the port of Lavrio and transfer to the nearby Athens 
Airport for flights homeward. (B)

The 5th-century BC Temple of Poseidon at Sounion, built on a headland facing the Aegean Sea

Milos’s  volcanic rock formations
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All accommodations aboard Blue Zephyr are spacious suites, several of which have a private balcony. They are elegantly 
decorated, face outside, affording sea views, and include a queen-size bed that can be arranged as two twin beds,  
a spacious bathroom, mini-refrigerator, safe, ample closet space, climate control, TV, Wi-Fi, as well as other amenities.

CATEGORY DESCRIPTION RATES
 PER PERSON / DOUBLE OCCUPANCY

E Suites on Castle Deck with portholes and sitting area. 244 sq ft. 
Suites 250, 252 and 254 - 262 $ 9,890

D Suites on Zephyr Deck with window and sitting area. 258 sq ft. 
Suites 329 - 336 and 338 - 348 $ 10,290

C Premium Suites on Promenade Deck with window and sitting 
area. 258 sq ft. Suites 431 - 434 $ 10,790

B Premium Suites on Promenade Deck with balcony and sitting 
area. 300 sq ft. (including balcony) Suites 416 - 428 $ 11,490

A Signature Suites on Bridge Deck with balcony and sitting area. 
300 sq ft. (including balcony) Suites 505 - 512 $ 11,990

AA Owner’s Corner Suites on Promenade Deck with large balcony 
and sitting area.  440 sq ft. (including balcony) Suites 414 - 415 $ 12,490

Single occupancy supplement: Category E $ 3,690; Category D $ 4,190; Category C $ 4,690; Category B $ 5,290; A $ 5,690
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PROGRAM INCLUSIONS

●	 One night at the Hotel Athens Capital 
	 (or similar) in Athens, Greece.
●	 Welcome dinner at the hotel.
●	 Cruise aboard the Blue Zephyr, as described 
	 in the itinerary.
●	 Airport/hotel/pier transfers and handling of 	
	 luggage on arrival and departure dates.
●	 Lectures and discussions with 		
	 Professor David Sukow.
●	 Complete program of tours and excursions 	
	 as mentioned in the itinerary with 		
	 professional English-speaking guides.
●	 All meals aboard the ship, with a selection 	
	 of wines, beer and soft drinks during lunch 	
	 and dinner.
●	 Welcome and farewell cocktail receptions 	
	 aboard the ship hosted by the captain.
●	 Coffee, including espresso and cappuccino, 	
	 tea and soft drinks throughout the day 
	 and night.
●	 24-hour room service.
●	 Gratuities to the guides, porters and drivers.
●	 Basic Wi-Fi aboard the ship.
●	 The services of an experienced Thalassa 		
	 Journeys Trip Director.
●	 All local taxes and service charges, including 	
	 port and embarkation taxes.

NOT INCLUDED: International airfare; travel 
insurance; expenses of a personal nature; 
gratuities to the ship’s crew, any items not 
mentioned in the itinerary or the above 
inclusions.

The rates are all-inclusive. There are no 
hidden costs and no additional charges such 
as shore excursions or embarkation and port 
charges. Other than the international airfare 
and expenses of a personal nature, all else is 
included. Specifically, the rates include:

ACTIVITY LEVEL
Travelers can expect an estimated 
total of 2-4 hours of walking per day. 
Archaeological sites and touring 
activities may involve navigating 
inclined or uneven surfaces such as 
cobblestones, unpaved or rocky paths, 
or steps without handrails. Embarking 
and disembarking the ship and motor 
coaches will be required, and shore 
excursions may use motorized Zodiac 
boats with flexible bottoms. Good 
balance, sure footing, and the ability 
to tolerate brief periods of standing 
are necessary, and elevators are 
not always available. Conditions will 
be hot so appropriate clothing, sun 
protection, and a spirit of adventure 
will help you get the most from this 
incredible voyage.

I (we) wish to reserve ____ place(s) on VOYAGE OF THE CENTURY, July 27 – August 5, 2027, with 
Washington & Lee University. I/We understand that a deposit of $1,500.00 per person is required. 

For the ease of registering online, please visit: https://go.wlu.edu/greece

❑  I/We wish to pay the deposit by credit card and authorize Thalassa Journeys to contact us for credit 	
card details. I understand that final payment is due one hundred (100) days prior to departure and is 
payable by check or credit card

Alternatively, you can make your deposit by check. 
Enclosed is my check for $_______($1,500 per person) made payable to Thalassa Journeys.

Please email your reservation to lifelong@wlu.edu and mail check to: 
Thalassa Journeys: 8815 Conroy-Windermere Rd., Suite 406, Orlando, FL 32835

R E G I S T R A T I O N

1st choice ❑____________	 2nd choice ❑____________	 3rd choice ❑ ____________

❑ Double Occupancy		 ❑ Single Occupancy (Inquire for rates)

PLEASE SELECT STATEROOM CATEGORY IN ORDER OF PREFERENCE

PREFERRED BED CONFIGURATION: Double ❑______________   Twin ❑_______________

W&L 27BZ-0727

______________________________________________________________________________
DR./MR./MRS./MS.	 FIRST	 LAST (As it appears on your passport)
______________________________________________________________________________
DR./MR./MRS./MS.	 FIRST	 LAST (As it appears on your passport)
______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS					     CITY	  	 STATE	  	 ZIP
_____________________________________
GUEST ONE MOBILE

_______________________________________
GUEST ONE E-MAIL

__________________________________________________
GUEST ONE W&L AFFILIATION (CLASS YEAR, PARENT YEAR, FRIEND)
__________________________________________________
GUEST TWO W&L AFFILIATION (CLASS YEAR, PARENT YEAR, FRIEND)

_____________________________________
GUEST TWO NAME FOR NAME BADGE

_____________________________________
GUEST ONE NAME FOR NAME BADGE

_____________________________________
GUEST TWO MOBILE

_______________________________________
GUEST TWO E-MAIL

_______________________________________
SIGNATURE		        DATE
_______________________________________
SIGNATURE		        DATE

Each participant must sign below: I/We 
have read the “General Information” 
section and agree to its terms.

GENERAL INFORMATION
PAYMENT SCHEDULE: A deposit of $1,500 per person is required to reserve space on the tour. Final payment is due 100 days prior to 
departure. Payment can be made by personal check or charged to a credit card.
CANCELLATIONS & REFUNDS: All cancellations received more than 90 days prior to departure are subject to a $300 per person 
administrative fee. Cancellations received 89 to 60 days pre-departure will be assessed a penalty equal to 50% of the total program cost per 
person. Cancellations received 59 to 30 days pre-departure will be assessed a penalty equal to 75% of the total program cost per person. 
Cancellations received within 29 days or less prior to departure are subject to 100% cancellation penalties. Requests for cancellations must 
be made in writing. No refunds will be made for any part of this program in which one chooses not to participate.
INSURANCE: We strongly recommend the purchase of trip cancellation insurance, which is available for coverage of expenses in conjunction 
with cancellation due to illness or accident. Baggage insurance is also recommended. In the event that you must cancel your participation in 
a travel program, trip cancellation insurance may be the only source of reimbursement.
ITINERARY: The itinerary, accommodations and arrangements are subject to change at the discretion of Thalassa Journeys.
RESPONSIBILITY: Please read carefully the following terms and conditions, which constitute the sole, legally enforceable agreements 
between the traveler and Thalassa Journeys. Thalassa Journeys acts solely as agents for the traveler with respect to all transportation, 
hotel and other tour arrangements. In that capacity, we exercise all reasonable care possible to ensure the traveler’s safety and satisfaction, 
but, we neither assume nor bear any responsibility or liability for any injury, death, damage, loss, accident, delay or irregularity arising 
in connection with the services of any ship, airplane, train, automobile, motor coach, carriage or other conveyance, or the actions of any 
third-party, involved in carrying the traveler or in affecting these tours. We are not responsible for damages, additional expenses, or any other 
losses due to cancellation, delay or other changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, civil disturbances, acts or threats of 
terrorism, travel warnings or bans, termination or suspension of war risks or other carrier insurance, quarantine, acts of God or other causes 
beyond our control. All such losses must be borne by the traveler, and tour rates provide for arrangements only for the time stated. In the 
event of cancellation, delay or rescheduling mandated by any of the aforesaid causes beyond our control, the traveler shall have the option 
of accepting in lieu of the original tour such rescheduled tour or other substituted tour(s) as may be offered by us, or else, receiving a refund 
of as much of such advance tour expenditures as we are able to recover on the traveler’s behalf from carriers, third-party tour vendors, etc., 
but, we shall not have any obligation or liability to the traveler beyond the foregoing. We reserve the right to make alterations to the tour’s 
itinerary and to substitute hotels, transportation methods, or lecturers if this is required. We reserve the right to cancel, delay, or reschedule 
any tour prior to departure, and, so long as this is not due to any of the aforesaid causes beyond our control, the traveler shall be entitled to 
a full refund of all monies paid to that point if he/she so desires. No refund shall be made for any unused portion of any tour. By forwarding 
their deposit(s), the traveler certifies that he/she and/or their dependents, minors or others covered thereby do not have any mental, physical 
or other condition of disability that could create a hazard for them or other travelers. We reserve the right to decline to accept or to decline 
to retain any person as a member of any tour should such person’s health, condition or actions adversely affect or threaten the welfare or 
safety of other travelers or impede the tour. Baggage or valuables brought on the tour shall be transported, handled or stored at the traveler’s 
risk entirely, and, we shall bear no liability or responsibility for any damage or other loss thereto. Resolution of any disputes arising hereunder 
shall be effected exclusively in the state or federal courts presiding in Florida, pursuant to applicable Florida law.
RATES: Tour costs are based upon current airfares, tariffs, and currency values. While we do everything possible to maintain the listed prices, 
they are subject to change.
CST 2138603-50
ST 42048
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Join Professor David Sukow 
on VOYAGE OF THE CENTURY
July 27 – August 5, 2027July 27 – August 5, 2027

Chania, Crete

Office of Lifelong Learning
204 West Washington St.
Lexington, VA 24450

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 
THE W&L OFFICE OF LIFELONG LEARNING AT  540-458-8723


