
Exploring Southern France  
& the Italian Riviera

By Sea
Aboard the Deluxe Le Champlain
September 21–October 1, 2026







ITINERARY	 B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, R=Reception, D=Dinner

Monday, September 21, 2026 
DEPART USA

Tuesday, September 22 
BARCELONA, SPAIN 
Arriving on September 22nd at Josep 
Tarradellas Barcelona–El Prat Airport (BCN), 
in Barcelona, Spain where a warm welcome 
awaits as you’re whisked away to the deluxe 
Hotel Gallery Barcelona (or similar), where 
elegance and comfort set the tone for your stay. 
Join your fellow travelers for a welcome cocktail 
reception in the evening, dinner is on your own.

Nestled between the mountains of Montjuïc 
and Tibidabo, Barcelona seamlessly blends 
tradition with modernity. A true open-air 
museum, this vibrant city showcases an 
extraordinary array of artistic treasures, from 
ancient Roman ruins and medieval quarters to 
striking 20th-century avant-garde architecture. 
The legacies of renowned artists like Picasso, 
Miró, and Gaudí—many of whose masterpieces 
are UNESCO World Heritage sites—are woven 
into its very fabric. Wander along the lively 
Ramblas and immerse yourself in the relaxed 
Mediterranean charm of Catalonia’s captivating 
capital. (R)

Wednesday, September 23
BARCELONA | EMBARK
After breakfast, begin your Barcelona 
exploration with a scenic drive from your hotel 
to the iconic Sagrada Familia, where you will 
admire its stunning exterior, learn about Gaudí’s 
visionary masterpiece, and capture memorable 
photos. A short walk takes you to Sant Pau, a 
UNESCO-listed architectural gem, for an interior 
visit to its magnificent Art Nouveau buildings. 
Next, enjoy a panoramic drive through the city, 
arriving at Estació de França, one of Barcelona’s 
grand railway stations. From there, take a 

leisurely 15-minute walk to Brisa restaurant 
for a delightful lunch. Conclude your tour and 
transfer to the port for embarkation. (B, L, D)

Thursday, September 24
SÈTE, FRANCE
Dock in Sète and travel inland to the fortified 
medieval city of Carcassonne. Spend the day 
discovering the ramparts, turrets, and towers 
of this World Heritage site and learn about 
its restoration at the hands of 19th-century 
architect Viollet-le-Duc, said to have invented 
modern restoration techniques. (B, L, D)

Friday, September 25
MARSEILLE
Anchor in Marseille, France’s oldest city, 
and travel into Provence on your choice of 
excursions. Tour the boulevards and squares 
of Aix-en-Provence, an elegant university town 
known for its baroque architecture and for 
its native sons Émile Zola and Paul Cézanne. 
Or visit Arles, once a bustling Roman city 
founded by Julius Caesar. See its impressive 
Roman amphitheater, and trace the steps of 
Vincent Van Gogh, who spent one of the most 
prolific periods of his career in the city. Or 
drive along the Rhône to Avignon, seat of the 
papacy for much of the 14th century. Visit the 
extraordinary Papal Palace and enjoy time to 
explore the charming old town. (B, L, D)

Saturday, September 26
NICE
Sail along the Côte d’Azur to Nice, named 
a World Heritage site in 2021. Explore this 
cosmopolitan seaside city of Nice, long 
considered a winter resort for Europeans. 
Alternatively, head to Monaco for a tour of chic 
Monte Carlo, or journey to the picturesque 
hilltop town of Eze for a stroll along its 
medieval streets. Or travel to St. Paul de 
Vence and view the modern art at the Maeght 
Foundation. (B, L, D)

Sunday, September 27
SANTA MARGHERITA LIGURE, ITALY
Cruise past the elegant resort towns that dot 
the rugged shores of the Italian Riviera. Anchor 
in Santa Margherita Ligure and continue on 
to the picturesque fishing village of Portofino, 
and take a walking tour of its winding lanes, 
lined with houses painted in warm hues. Then 
enjoy time at leisure to explore this magical 
spot on your own. (B, L, D)



LE CHAMPLAIN

Monday, September 28
PORTO VENERE
Set off in private boats from Porto Venere to 
visit two of the villages of the Cinque Terre - 
Monterosso and Vernazza - on foot. Or travel 
into Tuscany to discover the historic walled 
town of Lucca and visit Pisa, once an important 
Roman port now known best for its famously 
leaning tower.  (B, L, D)

Tuesday, September 29
LIVORNO
Immerse yourself in the spectacular 
Renaissance city of Florence, encountering 
some of its most iconic artistic treasures, 
from Brunelleschi’s dome to Michelangelo’s 
David. Tour the city’s piazzas and churches, 
and learn how the city of the de Medicis 
shaped art history. Alternatively, ascend to 
hilltop Volterra and visit Roman ruins and 
the Etruscan Museum, where an impressive 
collection of artifacts traces the rich legacy of 
this ancient civilization. (B, L, D)

Wednesday, September 30
BONIFACIO, CORSICA
Follow the coast of Corsica to the fortress town 
of Bonifacio, perched on cliffs high above the 
sea. Set off into the labyrinthine streets of 
the medieval Citadel, visiting churches and 
historic monuments. Or choose to ride a local 
boat along the coast, exploring grottos tucked 
within the dramatically eroded limestone 
cliffs. (B, L, D)

Thursday, October 1
CIVITAVECCHIA (ROME), ITALY | DISEMBARK
Disembark after breakfast, before transferring 
to Leonardo da Vinci Rome Fiumicino Airport 
(FCO), in Rome for flights homeward. (B)

•	 	 Comprehensive 8-night cruise aboard 
the deluxe Le Champlain

•	 	 One pre-night at a deluxe Hotel Gallery 
Barcelona (or similar) in Barcelona, 
Spain with welcome reception (dinner 
on own) on September 22, 2026

•	 	 One-half-day of touring and lunch with 
transfer to pier for embarkation on 
September 23, 2026

•	 	 One PONANT Tour Director dedicated 
to Washington & Lee University for the 
Pre-Night on September 22, 2026 and 
pre-embarkation touring on September 
23, 2026

•	 	 Two exclusive Washington & Lee 
University hosted events onboard 

•	 	 Complete program of shore excursions 
led by expert guides

•	 	 One included shore excursion in each 
port of call led by expert English-
speaking guides, one per port of call 

•	 	 A program of onboard enrichment 
provided by two Smithsonian  
Journeys Experts

•	 	 Captain’s gala dinners

•	 	 All meals aboard ship including early 
riser’s coffee & pastry, breakfast, lunch, 
afternoon tea, dinner

•	 	 Open bar aboard ship, including select 
wines with lunch and dinner

•	 	 24-hour complementary room service

•	 	 Comprehensive pre-departure materials 
and dedicated Guest Services Specialist

•	 	 Unlimited Wi-Fi (as available  
via satellite)

•	 	 Airport/Hotel/pier transfers and 
handling of luggage on official arrival  
& departure days 

•	 	 Port taxes and charges

•	 	 Gratuities to shipboard personnel, 
porters, guides, and drivers on tours

EXCLUSIONS Airfare; airport taxes; Passport and visa 
fees and/or immigration reciprocity taxes (if applicable); 
trip cancellation and baggage insurance; medical and 
repatriation insurance; meals and beverages other than 
those specified above; personal expenses (such as telephone, 
laundry service, hair salon services, a la carte spa treatments, 
etc.); gratuities to drivers of transfers from/to airport;  
transfers outside of official arrival/departure dates

PROGRAM INCLUSIONS

Please note, optional pre- and 
post-trip extensions will be offered 

at a later date, with a scheduled 
mailing by your dedicated 

PONANT Guest Services Specialist.



Owner’s Suite 
Deck 5

Prestige Suites 
Deck 5-6

Deluxe Suites 
Deck 3-4-5-6

Prestige Staterooms 
Deck 4-5-6

Deluxe Staterooms 
Deck 3

Privilege Suites 
Deck 5-6

Grand Deluxe Suites 
Deck 6

The five-star Le Champlain is one in a series of six 
luxury vessels commissioned by PONANT, making 
her maiden voyage in 2018. The state-of-the-art 
ship is equipped with the latest environmental 
preservation technology and combines PONANT’s 
understated elegance with a spirit of adventure. 
In keeping with our company philosophy,  
Le Champlain is a small-capacity ship—430 feet 
in length with just 92 staterooms and a crew of 
110—and features Blue Eye, the world’s first multi-
sensory underwater lounge.

LE CHAMPLAIN

DECK PLAN

PRESTIGE SUITE
CABIN CATEGORIES & RATES ON LE CHAMPLAIN
All accommodations aboard Le Champlain are outside staterooms and suites, 
and feature a private balcony. All cabins include either two beds or a king-size 
bed, mini bar, safe, spacious closets, climate control, telephone, WiFi access, 
TV with movies on demand, Bose Bluetooth Speaker, and private bathroom 
with fine amenities. Fares are per person, double and single occupancy.

	� DELUXE STATEROOM, DECK 3	 $8,890	 $16,400 

	� PRESTIGE STATEROOMS, DECK 4	 $9,490	 $17,600

	� PRESTIGE STATEROOMS, DECK 5	 $9,800	 $18,220

	� PRESTIGE STATEROOMS, DECK 6	 $10,150	 $18,920

	� DELUXE SUITES, DECKS 3, 4, 5, 6	 $12,780	 $24,180

	� PRESTIGE SUITES, DECK 5	 $16,080	 $30,780

	 PRESTIGE SUITES, DECK 6	 $16,740	 $32,100

	 PRIVILEGE SUITE, DECKS 5, 6	 $17,400	 $33,420

	� GRAND DELUXE SUITE, DECK 6	 $18,770	 $36,160

	� Owner’s Suite, DECK 5	 $32,460	 $63,540

Single occupancy staterooms, subject to availability.  
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Deck 3 - Deck 4 - Deck 5 - Deck 6

Prestige suite
Deck 5 - Deck 6

Privilege suite
Deck 5 - Deck 6

Owner suite
Deck 6

Grand Deluxe suite
Deck 5 - Deck 6

Fitness - Ponant Yacht Spa - Sundeck

Panoramic lounge - 14  Prestige staterooms (including 10 Prestige staterooms convertible into 5 Luxury suites) - 2 Deluxe suites - 2 Privilege suites - 1 Grand Deluxe Suite - 1 Owner suite

Bridge - 29 Prestige staterooms (including 1 for person of reduced mobility and 26 Prestige staterooms convertible into 13 Prestige suites) - 1 Deluxe Suite - 2 Privilege suites - 2 Grand Deluxe suites

Restaurant - 23 Prestige staterooms (including 1 for person of reduced mobility) - 1 Deluxe suite 

Reception Desk - Excursion Desk - Main Lounge - Pool Deck - Shop - Medical Center - Theater - 13 Deluxe staterooms - 1 Deluxe suite
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Deck 5 - Deck 6

Privilege suite
Deck 5 - Deck 6

Owner suite
Deck 6

Grand Deluxe suite
Deck 5 - Deck 6

Fitness - Ponant Yacht Spa - Sundeck

Panoramic lounge - 14  Prestige staterooms (including 10 Prestige staterooms convertible into 5 Luxury suites) - 2 Deluxe suites - 2 Privilege suites - 1 Grand Deluxe Suite - 1 Owner suite

Bridge - 29 Prestige staterooms (including 1 for person of reduced mobility and 26 Prestige staterooms convertible into 13 Prestige suites) - 1 Deluxe Suite - 2 Privilege suites - 2 Grand Deluxe suites

Restaurant - 23 Prestige staterooms (including 1 for person of reduced mobility) - 1 Deluxe suite 

Reception Desk - Excursion Desk - Main Lounge - Pool Deck - Shop - Medical Center - Theater - 13 Deluxe staterooms - 1 Deluxe suite
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Grand Deluxe suite
Deck 5 - Deck 6

Fitness - Ponant Yacht Spa - Sundeck

Panoramic lounge - 14  Prestige staterooms (including 10 Prestige staterooms convertible into 5 Luxury suites) - 2 Deluxe suites - 2 Privilege suites - 1 Grand Deluxe Suite - 1 Owner suite

Bridge - 29 Prestige staterooms (including 1 for person of reduced mobility and 26 Prestige staterooms convertible into 13 Prestige suites) - 1 Deluxe Suite - 2 Privilege suites - 2 Grand Deluxe suites

Restaurant - 23 Prestige staterooms (including 1 for person of reduced mobility) - 1 Deluxe suite 

Reception Desk - Excursion Desk - Main Lounge - Pool Deck - Shop - Medical Center - Theater - 13 Deluxe staterooms - 1 Deluxe suite
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Deck 6

Grand Deluxe suite
Deck 5 - Deck 6

Fitness - Ponant Yacht Spa - Sundeck

Panoramic lounge - 14  Prestige staterooms (including 10 Prestige staterooms convertible into 5 Luxury suites) - 2 Deluxe suites - 2 Privilege suites - 1 Grand Deluxe Suite - 1 Owner suite

Bridge - 29 Prestige staterooms (including 1 for person of reduced mobility and 26 Prestige staterooms convertible into 13 Prestige suites) - 1 Deluxe Suite - 2 Privilege suites - 2 Grand Deluxe suites

Restaurant - 23 Prestige staterooms (including 1 for person of reduced mobility) - 1 Deluxe suite 

Reception Desk - Excursion Desk - Main Lounge - Pool Deck - Shop - Medical Center - Theater - 13 Deluxe staterooms - 1 Deluxe suite
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Fitness - Ponant Yacht Spa - Sundeck

Panoramic lounge - 14  Prestige staterooms (including 10 Prestige staterooms convertible into 5 Luxury suites) - 2 Deluxe suites - 2 Privilege suites - 1 Grand Deluxe Suite - 1 Owner suite

Bridge - 29 Prestige staterooms (including 1 for person of reduced mobility and 26 Prestige staterooms convertible into 13 Prestige suites) - 1 Deluxe Suite - 2 Privilege suites - 2 Grand Deluxe suites

Restaurant - 23 Prestige staterooms (including 1 for person of reduced mobility) - 1 Deluxe suite 

Reception Desk - Excursion Desk - Main Lounge - Pool Deck - Shop - Medical Center - Theater - 13 Deluxe staterooms - 1 Deluxe suite
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Panoramic lounge - 14  Prestige staterooms (including 10 Prestige staterooms convertible into 5 Luxury suites) - 2 Deluxe suites - 2 Privilege suites - 1 Grand Deluxe Suite - 1 Owner suite

Bridge - 29 Prestige staterooms (including 1 for person of reduced mobility and 26 Prestige staterooms convertible into 13 Prestige suites) - 1 Deluxe Suite - 2 Privilege suites - 2 Grand Deluxe suites

Restaurant - 23 Prestige staterooms (including 1 for person of reduced mobility) - 1 Deluxe suite 

Reception Desk - Excursion Desk - Main Lounge - Pool Deck - Shop - Medical Center - Theater - 13 Deluxe staterooms - 1 Deluxe suite
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