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Flamenco in Cádiz

Dear W&L Alumni, Parents, and Friends,

Join us on an extraordinary voyage through North America’s Great Lakes, where history, 
natural beauty, and cultural exploration come together in an unforgettable journey. As 
part of PONANT EXPLORATIONS’ specially curated collection of voyages for English-
speaking travelers, this journey aboard Le Bellot offers the opportunity to engage with 
the world through immersive experiences, enriching discussions, and expertly guided 
excursions—all in the company of fellow W&L alumni and distinguished experts.

Our 8-night adventure begins in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the “Brew City,” before sailing the 
length of Lake Michigan, tracing the paths of indigenous peoples, explorers, and early 
settlers. On Mackinac Island, step back in time as you tour the Victorian-era streets by 
horse and buggy. In Sault Ste. Marie, marvel at the engineering feat of the Soo Locks as we 
navigate into the vast waters of Lake Superior.

Continuing through Lake Huron’s stunning northern shores, we’ll visit the charming town 
of Little Current, gateway to Manitoulin Island, the world’s largest freshwater island. 
Explore Detroit and the nearby Henry Ford Museum of American Innovation. From Port 
Colborne, witness the thundering majesty of Niagara Falls before transiting the Welland 
Canal, linking Lake Erie to Lake Ontario.

Our voyage concludes in Toronto, a vibrant metropolis brimming with world-class 
museums, lush parks, and dynamic neighborhoods. 

Throughout the voyage, your distinguished Smithsonian Journeys Experts will lead 
insightful lectures and discussions to provide deeper context to the places we visit. With 
included excursions at every port, seamless transfers, and the all-inclusive luxury of 
PONANT, this voyage promises a truly enriching travel experience.

We invite you to embark on this exclusive W&L experience, where camaraderie and 
discovery go hand in hand. Space is limited—secure your place today!

Warm regards,

Arch Rock, Mackinac Island

Lisa D’Amelio, 
Associate Director

Darren Smith, 
Office Manager

James Lambert, 
Director



FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 
(540) 458-8723 OR WLU.EDU/ALUMNI/LIFELONG-LEARNING

HIGHLIGHTS	

•	 A voyage designed for English-speaking travelers, featuring expert-led 
discussions, pre- and post-voyage transfers, and an included excursion in 
every port of call.

•	 Insightful onboard discussions with two Smithsonian Journeys Experts.

•	 An exploration of the five Great Lakes of North America, spanning both the 
United States and Canada.

•	 A thoughtfully curated itinerary blending nature and culture: breathtaking 
landscapes, fascinating geological formations, indigenous history predating 
European colonization, and picturesque villages.

•	 A memorable excursion to the spectacular Niagara Falls.

•	 A visit to the enchanting Mackinac Island, known for its well-preserved 
Victorian architecture.

Please note: Optional pre and post trip extensions 
will be offered at a later date with a scheduled 
mailing by the PONANT Guest Services team. 

Niagara Falls
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ITINERARY	 B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, D=Dinner

Saturday, August 21, 2027   
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN, USA | EMBARK 
Arrive at Milwaukee Mitchell International 
Airport (MKE), where a warm welcome awaits 
before transfer to the pier for embarkation. 
Nestled on Lake Michigan, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin’s largest city, blends tradition 
with modernity. Once an industrial hub, 

“Brew City” is famed for its historic breweries 
and vibrant revival. Former warehouses 
now house lively restaurants, bars, theaters, 
and galleries while preserving Milwaukee’s 
manufacturing heritage. (D)

Sunday, August 22 
SAILING LAKE MICHIGAN |  
MACKINAC ISLAND
Sail across Lake Michigan, taking in its 
dramatic cliffs, sandy beaches, and sweeping 
dunes. This afternoon, step back in time 
on tiny Mackinac Island, nestled between 
Michigan’s Upper and Lower peninsulas. 
Once a fur trading center inhabited by 
Native peoples and later occupied by French 
and British colonists, the island retains its 
Victorian charm with horse-drawn carriages 
and historic architecture. Enjoy a guided 
carriage tour, passing the iconic Grand Hotel 

and Arch Rock overlooking Lake Huron. 
Then explore Fort Mackinac, where exhibits 
and reenactments bring the War of 1812 to 
life. (B, L, D)

Monday, August 23
SAULT STE. MARIE 
Located on Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, Sault 
Ste. Marie is one of the oldest cities in the 
United States. Choose one of two excursions: 
Visit Tahquamenon Falls State Park to see 
its spectacular Upper and Lower Falls, then 
continue to the Great Lakes Shipwreck 
Museum and historic Whitefish Point Light 
Station. Or discover the engineering marvel of 
the Soo Locks at the Viewing Station, tour the 
historic Valley Camp Museum Ship, and enjoy 
a boat cruise through the Soo Locks, where 
your vessel is lifted 21 feet before returning 
via the historic Canadian Lock. (B, L, D)

Tuesday, August 24 
LITTLE CURRENT | MANITOULIN ISLAND 
Little Current is the gateway to Manitoulin, 
the world’s largest freshwater island. Choose 
from three excursions: Discover Ojibwe  
culture at the Ojibwe Cultural Foundation  
with traditional crafts, a smudging  
ceremony, and a powwow demonstration, 
followed by free time along the waterfront. 
Or hike the scenic Cup and Saucer Trail to 
panoramic views before enjoying a tasting 
of Canadian wines, beers, cheeses, and 
locally smoked fish. Alternatively, kayak the 
peaceful Kagawong River, visit picturesque 
Bridal Veil Falls, and end with hot cocoa or 
coffee and a chocolate tasting at a family-
owned chocolatier. (B, L, D)

Wednesday, August 25  
SAILING LAKE HURON | AT SEA
One of the largest freshwater lakes in the 
world, Lake Huron separates Michigan from 

Whitefish Point Lighthouse



Ontario. Comprising the main lake, Saginaw 
Bay, the North Channel, and Georgian Bay, 
Lake Huron offers a variety of landscapes, 
from lush woodlands and rocky crags to 
spectacular cliffs, as well as some 30,000 
islands. Take in this stunning scenery during 
a day of sailing amid lush, wooded islets; 
rugged coastlines; and the dramatic cliffs of 
the Bruce Peninsula. (B, L, D)

Thursday, August 26
SAILING ST. CLAIR RIVER | DETROIT | 
SAILING LAKE ERIE 
Cruise the historic St. Clair River, once a vital 
route for French fur traders and now part of 
the Great Lakes Waterway linking the region 
to North America’s industrial heartland. 
Continue along the Detroit River into Detroit, 
where you may choose to visit the Henry 
Ford Museum of American Innovation and 
Greenfield Village or the renowned Detroit 
Institute of Arts. Along the way, admire 
the iconic Ambassador Bridge, a mile-long 
steel suspension bridge completed in 1929 
that today carries more than a quarter of 
all trade between the United States and 
Canada. (B, L, D)

Friday, August 27  
PORT COLBORNE AND NIAGARA FALLS, 
ONTARIO, CANDA
Continue across Lake Erie to Port Colborne, 
and set out for one of the most famous sites 
in North America: Niagara Falls, a group of 
three waterfalls that straddle the border 
between Ontario and New York. Pass through 
Chippawa, site of an important battle in the 
War of 1812, on the drive to the falls. Then 
board a specially designed vessel for an 
exhilarating ride to within feet of Horseshoe 
Falls, the largest and most powerful of the 
three. (B, L, D)

Saturday, August 28  
WELLAND CANAL LOCKS | AT SEA
Enter the Welland Canal, known for its 
1,377-foot lock, one of the world's longest. 
Originally built in 1829 and later expanded, 
the canal opened a shipping route between 
lakes Ontario and Erie. Enjoy a leisurely day 
on board, watching as the ship is lowered 326 
feet on its way through the eight locks. (B, L, D)

Sunday, August 29   
TORONTO | DISEMBARK
Disembark after breakfast, before transferring 
to the airport for flights homeward. As the 
largest city in Canada and the capital of 
Ontario, Toronto captivates with both its size 
and remarkable diversity.  (B)

•		 Comprehensive 8-night cruise aboard the 
deluxe Le Bellot

•		 A PONANT Tour Director is available 
throughout the voyage to liaise with the 
onboard crew

•		 One exclusive cocktail reception on board 
for Washington & Lee University

•		 Your W&L host will join you on this voyage

•		 Onboard lectures provided by two 
Smithsonian Journeys Experts 

•		 Complete program of shore excursions 
led by expert English-speaking guides 

•		 Captain’s gala dinners

•		 All meals aboard ship including early 
riser’s coffee & pastry, breakfast, lunch, 
afternoon tea, dinner 

•		 Open bar aboard ship, including select 
wines with lunch and dinner 

•		 24-hour complimentary room service 

•		 Comprehensive pre-departure materials 

•		 Unlimited WiFi (as available via satellite) 

•		 Airport/pier/airport transfers and 
handling of luggage on official arrival  
& departure days only

•		 Port taxes and charges 

•		 Gratuities to shipboard personnel, 
porters, guides, and drivers on tours

EXCLUSIONS Airfare; airport taxes; passport and visa 
fees and/or immigration reciprocity taxes (if applicable); 
trip cancellation and baggage insurance; medical and 
repatriation insurance; meals and beverages other 
than those specified above; personal expenses (such as 
telephone, laundry service, hair salon services, a la carte spa 
treatments, etc.); gratuities to drivers of transfers from/to 
airport; transfers outside of official arrival/departure dates

PROGRAM INCLUSIONS



LE BELLOT

PRESTIGE SUITE

CABIN CATEGORIES & RATES ON LE BELLOT
All accommodations aboard Le Bellot are outside staterooms and suites, and 
feature a private balcony. All cabins include either two beds or a king-size 
bed, mini bar, safe, spacious closets, climate control, telephone, WiFi access, 
TV with movies on demand, Bose Bluetooth Speaker, and private bathroom 
with fine amenities. Fares are per person, double and single occupancy.

	 BALCONY STATEROOM, DECK 3	 $9,499	 $11,930 

	 BALCONY STATEROOM, DECK 4 	 $10,430	 $13,145

	 BALCONY STATEROOM, DECK 5 	 $10,905	 $13,770

	 BALCONY STATEROOM, DECK 6 	 $11,465	 $14,495

	 DELUXE SUITE, DECK 3, 4, 5, 6	 $15,605	 $19,870

	 PRESTIGE SUITE, DECK 5 	 $20,780	 $26,600

	 PRESTIGE SUITE, DECK 6 	 $21,805	 $27,935

	 PRIVILEGE SUITE, DECK 5, 6	 $22,850	 $29,290

	 GRAND SUITE, DECK 6	 $25,010	 $32,100

	 OWNER'S SUITE, DECK 5	 $38,200	 $75,055

Single occupancy staterooms, subject to availability. 

DOUBLE SINGLE

DECK PLAN

The five-star Le Bellot is one in a series of six 
luxury vessels commissioned by PONANT, making 
her maiden voyage in 2018. The state-of-the-art 
ship is equipped with the latest environmental 
preservation technology and combines PONANT’s 
understated elegance with a spirit of adventure. 
In keeping with our company philosophy,  
Le Bellot is a small-capacity ship—430 feet in 
length with just 92 staterooms and a crew of 
110—and features Blue Eye, the world’s first 
multi-sensory underwater lounge.
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Compagnie du PONANT, PONANT Group USA, LLC, and PONANT USA, 
LLC are hereinafter collectively referred to as "PONANT GROUP" is the 
tour Operator/Organizer of this cruise and has invited members of 
W&L Lifelong Learning (Sponsor) to participate. Please carefully read 
this information as payment of a deposit represents your acceptance 
of the following Terms & Conditions, which constitute the sole, legally 
enforceable agreements between the passenger and PONANT GROUP 
and the tour's sponsoring organization.
PAYMENT SCHEDULE: To secure a booking, the guest is required to pay 
a 25% deposit of the tour fare. Final payment is due by May 23, 2027, 
or 90 days prior to departure. Checks and credit cards are accepted.
CANCELLATION, MODIFICATION PENALTIES & REFUNDS: All 
cancellations or modifications must be in writing. Any and all guests 
not reporting for departure or prevented from reporting for departure 
or waiving for any reason whatsoever the benefit of services included 
in the program cannot claim any refund. PONANT GROUP shall not 
be required to refund any monies to any guests who must leave the 
cruise prematurely for any reason, nor shall PONANT GROUP be held 
responsible for any costs, fees, damages or causes of action which result 
from the transportation expenses incurred by guest's early departure. 
For any deposited or fully paid booking, cancellation penalties will be 
assessed as noted below. These cancellation penalties are applicable 
on all services booked with PONANT GROUP.
• From confirmation of booking date up to May 22, 2027 (91 days prior to 
departure): 10% of deposit to be kept by PONANT
• From May 23, 2027 (90 days prior to departure): 100% of full fare to be 
kept by PONANT
RATES: The prices given at the time of booking are based on economic 
conditions known on June 30, 2026, and are subject to change. These 
conditions are, amongst others, the cost of transport and fuel, relevant 
dues, and taxes for the proposed operation (port taxes, embarkation 
and disembarkation taxes, entrance costs to tourist sites), currency 
exchange rates relevant to the pricing of these programs. PONANT 
GROUP reserves the right within the legal limits of applicable laws to 
vary the prices if necessary. All variation of the cost of transport, fuel, 
taxes, dues, and visa costs will be passed on within the voyage cost. Any 
change in fare cannot be imposed less than 60 days prior or departure 
June 22, 2027.  
TRAVEL INSURANCE: Passengers shall be responsible for subscribing 
to cancellation/luggage/assistance repatriation/medical insurance(s). 
Travel insurance information will be mailed to you by W&L Lifelong 
Learning upon registration. We encourage all travelers to purchase 
travel insurance. Questions about coverage should be asked directly to 
the insurance company.
ITINERARY: PONANT GROUP reserves the right to withdraw and/
or cancel a sailing to make changes in the itinerary whenever, in its 
sole judgment, or in the judgment of the vessel owner or operator, 
conditions warrant it.
INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS/LIMIT OF LIABILITY: The passenger 
agrees that PONANT GROUP and W&L Lifelong Learning acts as agents 
and/ or trustees for any person, ground and maritime agents and 
subcontractors, who provide any service forming, or in connection with, 
any part of the cruise. Transportation services to the port of departure, 
transfers to the ship, including, as applicable, hotel room and restaurant 
bookings or guided tours, are performed by independent suppliers who 
are not employees of PONANT GROUP nor W&L Lifelong Learning. In 
this respect, PONANT GROUP and W&L Lifelong Learning acts only as 
an agent and shall not be held liable for said services or for the acts 
or omissions of subcontractors or other contractors. PONANT GROUP 
and W&L Lifelong Learning shall not be held liable for bodily injury to, 
or death of passengers, or for loss of, or damage to luggage or other 

personal belongings, unless it is proved that the carrier has infringed 
statutory obligations or that it or one of its employees or agents has 
committed gross negligence. However, in the event the liability of 
PONANT GROUP and W&L Lifelong Learning is incurred, such liability 
is limited (details available upon request). PONANT GROUP and 
W&L Lifelong Learning shall in any case not be liable for failure of an 
improper performance when the same is due to or caused by the fault 
of the passenger; the unforeseeable or unavoidable fault of a third party 
unconnected with the provision of any services to be provided under 
the contract; unusual and unforeseeable circumstances beyond the 
control of PONANT GROUP and W&L Lifelong Learning; an event of 
“Force Majeure” such as a war, threat of war, riots, civil commotion, acts 
of God, terrorist activities, natural and nuclear disaster, fire, technical 
problems with transport, closure of ports, strikes and any industrial 
action, or any other event beyond the control of PONANT GROUP or 
W&L Lifelong Learning. 
ACCESSIBILITY & MOBILITY REQUIREMENTS: In reserving a PONANT 
cruise passengers declare they are aware of the physical and medical 
demands that may be entailed by our excursions, particularly & non-
exhaustively, stepping into and out of a tender (assisted by the crew 
on board) at certain ports of call where we are anchored and not 
docked in port. Passengers must be fit enough to both physically and 
psychologically stay for several days at sea in the closed environment 
of a cruise ship. Passengers must respect the captain's and the crew's 
orders in case of bad weather or any other incident while at sea or in port.
PERSONS WITH REDUCED MOBILITY: Report any physical conditions 
and dietary or treatment requirements to PONANT GROUP in writing at 
the time of booking. PONANT GROUP will try to accommodate special 
needs where possible, but any extra costs associated with special 
accommodation are the responsibility of the passenger. For limited 
mobility, wheelchair users, or conditions requiring assistance, inform 
PONANT GROUP in writing as soon as possible, but at least 30 days or 
July 22, 2027, before the service starts. 
ACTIVITY LEVEL DESCRIPTION: This journey features a range of 
activity levels to suit various preferences and physical capabilities. 
Most excursions are moderate, typically involving about 1 to 2 miles of 
walking on a mix of cobblestone, paved, or uneven surfaces, with some 
stairs or inclines. Comfortable walking shoes are essential, and layered 
clothing and sun protection are recommended for guests with limited 
mobility. These specifications will be shared in an upcoming mailing 
in the Shore Excursions Descriptions document. In certain ports of call, 
we will use a tender to disembark and get to shore and then again to 
embark back onto the ship – this requires stepping down into the tender 
assisted by your crew onboard. 
JURISDICTION: These terms & conditions are subject to and interpreted 
according to international regulations and concern the transportation 
of passengers and their luggage from the time of boarding the ship 
to the moment of disembarking, as well as at ports of departure, 
destination, or stopover. PONANT GROUP shall incur no liability outside 
this period. Without prejudice to required legal regulations, any actions 
related either to the interpretation, or execution of this agreement shall 
be brought before the competent courts of Marseille-France. PONANT is 
not responsible for omissions, printing and/or presentation errors and 
reserves the right to make corrections as required. 
SHIPS’ REGISTRY: France FL Seller of Travel Ref No ST37706 CA Seller of 
Travel Ref No 2120712-40
COMPLETE TERMS: For complete Terms & Conditions applicable 
to these cruises, please see Particular Terms & Conditions PONANT 
| https://us.ponant.com/terms-conditions. By registering for this 
program, the passenger agrees to the Terms & Conditions herein.
Photographs, all rights reserved. Photo credits: Studio PONANT - 
Laure Patricot, Francois Lefebvre, Adobe Stock and iStock.

TERMS & CONDITIONS
WASHINGTON & LEE UNIVERSITY | EE210827 | MILWAUKEE • TORONTO | AUGUST 21–29, 2027

Spirit of Detroit statue

FOR RESERVATIONS OR INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 
(540) 458-8723 OR WLU.EDU/ALUMNI/LIFELONG-LEARNING
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