
THE AUGUST 2, 2027 TOTAL 
SOLAR ECLIPSE

Observed in the Ancient Land of Algeria

July 27 – August 4, 2027

With David Sukow, Robert Lee Telford 
Professor of Physics



Witness one of the longest total solar eclipses of the 21st 
century from a prime location in Timgad, a remarkably 
preserved UNESCO World Heritage Site known as the 
"Pompeii of North Africa". On August 2, 2027, the moon’s 
shadow will sweep across the sky with the moon covering 
the sun for nearly six minutes, offering an extraordinary 
celestial spectacle under Algeria’s typically clear summer 
skies. Known as the “eclipse of the century,” it will be the 
longest eclipse in totality until June 2114.  

Before and after this rare event, trace millennia of history at 
superbly preserved Roman and early Christian sites, wander 
atmospheric cities shaped by Arab, Berber, Ottoman, and 
French influences, and savor the flavors of North Africa in a 
country few travelers have truly explored.

The largest country in Africa, Algeria’s history goes back to 
prehistoric times. Phoenician merchants established trading 
ports along its long Mediterranean coast. Roman empire 
builders built magnificent cities and decorated their homes 
with exquisite mosaics that can still be seen in the country’s 
museums. The Byzantines built basilicas and churches. Arabs 
invaded in the 7th century and established the Muslim faith. 
The Ottoman Empire ruled the land for years, followed by 
French colonizers who brought European city planning and 
architecture.

Algeria’s landscape is as diverse as its cultural background. 
Its Mediterranean coastline is beautiful and unspoiled. The 
area around the Atlas Mountains is replete with streams, 
lakes, and forests, and further south the Sahara is much more 
than a desert.

The best way to experience a total solar eclipse is in the 
company of curious and enthusiastic companions. Professor 
David Sukow is beyond excited to travel to Algeria with 
members of W&L’s alumni community to help the group 
make the most of this rare, visually stunning event.

The combination of a once-in-a-lifetime natural phenomenon 
with the discovery of a country few travelers have visited 
make this an unusually compelling journey.

Kim Shelton is a Professor in the 
Department of Ancient Greek and Roman 
Studies (DAGRS) at UC Berkeley and 
Director of the Nemea Center for Classical 
Archaeology. She is the author of several 
books and articles on her specialties 
in the political economy, religion, and 
ceramic industry of the Aegean Bronze 
Age. She is a ‘dirt archaeologist’ who 
went on her first excavation at age nine 
and now directs three on-going projects 
in Greece, including Cal’s excavation at 
the Sanctuary of Zeus at Nemea, where 
she spends her summers doing research 
and training students. Kim spent 12 years 
in Greece working full time at the Bronze 
Age site of Mycenae and living in the 
small local village where she became 
fluent in the language and culture of the 
modern country as well as the ancient 
civilization.

Dear Washington & Lee Travelers,

Warm regards, 

David W. Sukow is the 
Robert Lee Telford Professor 
of Physics at W&L, where 
he has taught physics and 
astronomy since 1999. He 
witnessed his first total 
solar eclipse at age 9 in 
Winnipeg, Canada, and has 
chased the Moon’s shadow 
ever since. An enthusiastic 
astronomy educator, he 
has involved students in 

research on stars and galaxies using instruments such as the 
100-meter Green Bank Telescope. He is deeply committed to 
the idea that astronomy is for everyone and loves facilitating 
the transformative experience of viewing the skies. David is 
thrilled to join this trip with alumni to discover Algeria, and to 
share both scientific insights and human awe in observing this 
spectacular celestial event.

DAVID SUKOW

FACULTY                              

David Sukow and his daughter, Ingrid Sukow, skygazing

Lisa D’Amelio 
Associate Director

James Lambert
Director

Darren Smith
Office Manager

For more information, please call W&L’s Off ice of Lifelong Learning at 540.458.8723



The well-preserved ancient Roman city of Djémila, a UNESCO World Heritage Site
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I T I N E R A R Y

For more information, please call W&L’s Off ice of Lifelong Learning at 540.458.8723

Tuesday, July 27, 2027
DEPART THE US
Depart the United States for Algiers, Algeria.

Wednesday, July 28
ALGIERS, Algeria
Arrive in Algiers, the capital of Algeria. Transfer to the Sofitel Algiers 
Hamma Garden (or similar). (D)

Thursday, July 29
ALGIERS
Since the 3rd century BC, when the Phoenicians established a 
trading post, Algiers was occupied by Berbers, Romans, Vandals, 
Arabs, Ottomans and the French. Set on the shores of its spacious 
bay that faces the Mediterranean Sea, the city’s architecture, culture, 
and cuisine reflect the traditions of its occupiers. In the morning, 
tour the UNESCO World Heritage Site of the Kasbah, the old section 
of the city, with its winding streets and alleyways, whitewashed 
buildings and palaces. Visit the Dar Mustapha Pacha, which houses 
manuscripts, and the Bardo Museum, housed in an attractive 18th-
century villa. After lunch at a local restaurant, visit the National 

Museum of Antiquities and Islamic Arts, one of the oldest museums 
in Africa. Enjoy a welcome dinner in the evening. (B, L, D)

Friday, July 30
ALGIERS/TIPAZA/CHERCELL/ALGIERS
Leave the hotel in the morning for Tipaza, a Phoenician trading 
settlement that later became an important Roman city. Set in a 
picturesque setting by the sea, the ancient remains include an 
amphitheater, a theater, temples, other public buildings, and early 
Christian basilicas and churches. Tipaza is a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. Continue to Cherchell, a town that has been inhabited 
continuously since antiquity, to visit its superb museum, which 
displays artifacts of outstanding quality. Return to Algiers in the 
afternoon. (B, L, D)

Saturday, July 31
ALGIERS/CONSTANTINE
Transfer to the airport for the flight to Constantine, the main city 
in eastern Algeria, built in an extraordinary setting that gives it a 
dramatic appearance: a deep ravine about 700 ft above a river. Many 
bridges connect the ravine, hills and valleys, earning Constantine the 
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title of “City of Bridges.” Called Citra in antiquity, it was the capital 
of the Berber kingdom of Numidia, later becoming a stronghold of 
the Roman Empire. Our tour of Constantine includes the Sidi M’Cid, 
one of the highest suspension bridges in the world; the Monuments 
aux Morts, a memorial to Constantine’s citizens who perished in the 
First World War; the Palace of Ahmed Bey, which houses Ottoman 
artifacts; and the National Museum of Citra, whose collections 
include fine ancient Roman artifacts.  Accommodations are at the 
Hotel Marriott Constantine (or similar). (B, L, D)

Sunday, August 1
CONSTANTINE/DJÉMILA/CONSTANTINE
Leave the hotel in the morning for Djémila (“beautiful” in Arabic). This 
UNESCO World Heritage Site was the Roman city of Cuicul. Founded 
in the 1st century AD on a gentle green hillside, the magnificent 
site includes well-preserved and impressive monuments. We will 
also visit the on-site museum which houses artifacts found in the 
excavations. (B, L, D)

Monday, August 2
TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE DAY/BATNA/TIMGAD
This morning, we will observe the total solar eclipse by traveling 
south of Constantine to the city of Batna and the nearby ancient 
Roman city of Timgad. The partial eclipse will start at 8:48am, local 
time, with the total eclipse beginning at approximately 9:58am, local 
time. The total eclipse will last for over 5 minutes, one of the longest 
total eclipses of the 21st century. Before returning to Constantine, 
explore the spectacular ancient Roman site of Timgad, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. (B, L, D)

Tuesday, August 3
CONSTANTINE/PARIS
Fly from Constantine to Paris. Overnight at an airport hotel. (B)

Wednesday, August 4
PARIS/US
Check-in for the return flight home. (B)

The Roman ruins of Timgad, a UNESCO World Heritage Site

Dar Mustapha Pacha, AlgiersRoman mosaic in the archaeological Museum of Cherchell
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Constantine is built in a magnificent setting on top of a ravine

Kasbah of Algiers, a UNESCO World Heritage Site
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●	 Fine hotel accommodations 		
	 throughout the duration of the 		
	 itinerary: Three nights 
	 in Algiers at the Sofitel Algiers 		
	 Hamma Garden (or similar), three 	
	 nights in Constantine at 
	 the Hotel Marriott Constantine 
	 (or similar), and one night in Paris 	
	 at an airport hotel.
●	 Meals as specified throughout the 	
	 itinerary: breakfast each morning 	
	 at hotels, 5 lunches and 6 dinners
	 at local restaurants, including 		
	 wine or beer and soft drinks. 
●	 Lectures and discussions with 		
	 Professor David Sukow.	
●	 Program of local tours, excursions, 	
	 and activities as described in the 	
	 itinerary, led by professional 		
	 English-speaking local guides. 
●	 Services of an experienced 		
	 Thalassa Journeys Trip Director 		
	 throughout the trip’s duration. 
●	 Group airport/hotel transfers and 	
	 handling of luggage on program 	
	 arrival and departure dates.
●	 Flight from Algiers to Constantine.
●	 Ground transportation by air-		
	 conditioned, Wi-Fi equipped 		
	 motor coach.
●	 All gratuities to local guides, 		
	 drivers and porters. 
●	 All entrance fees to museums, 		
	 archaeological and historic sites. 
●	 All local taxes and service 		
	 charges. 
●	 Comprehensive pre-departure 		
	 materials, information and 		
	 guidance.

NOT INCLUDED: International 
airfare, travel insurance, items and 
expenses of a personal nature, and 
any items not mentioned in the 
Itinerary and Program Inclusions.

$ 7,390 per person, double occupancy.
Single room supplement: $ 1,790.

PROGRAM INCLUSIONS

RATE PER PERSON

PAYMENT SCHEDULE: A deposit of $1,000 per person is required to reserve your space on the tour. Final payment is due 90 days prior to 
departure. Payment can be made by personal check or charged to a credit card. 
CANCELLATIONS & REFUNDS: All cancellations are subject to a $300 per person administrative fee. Cancellations received 61-90 days prior 
to departure will be assessed a penalty equal to 50% of the total program cost per person. Cancellations received within 60 days of departure 
are subject to 100% cancellation penalties. Requests for cancellations must be made in writing. No refunds will be made for any part of this 
program in which you choose not to participate. 
INSURANCE: We strongly recommend the purchase of trip cancellation insurance, which is available for coverage of expenses in conjunction 
with cancellation due to illness or accident. Baggage insurance is also recommended. In the event that you must cancel your participation in a 
travel program, trip cancellation insurance may be the only source of reimbursement.
ITINERARY: The itinerary, accommodations and arrangements are subject to change at the discretion of Thalassa Journeys. 
RESPONSIBILITY: Please read carefully the following terms and conditions, which constitute the sole, legally enforceable agreements between 
the traveler and Thalassa Journeys. Thalassa Journeys acts solely as agents for the traveler with respect to all transportation, hotel and other 
tour arrangements. In that capacity, we exercise all reasonable care possible to ensure the traveler’s safety and satisfaction, but, we neither 
assume nor bear any responsibility or liability for any injury, death, damage, loss, accident, delay or irregularity arising in connection with the 
services of any ship, airplane, train, automobile, motor coach, carriage or other conveyance, or the actions of any third-party, involved in carrying 
the traveler or in affecting these tours. We are not responsible for damages, additional expenses, or any other losses due to cancellation, delay 
or other changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, civil disturbances, acts or threats of terrorism, travel warnings or bans, 
termination or suspension of war risks or other carrier insurance, quarantine, acts of God or other causes beyond our control. All such losses 
must be borne by the traveler, and tour rates provide for arrangements only for the time stated. In the event of cancellation, delay or rescheduling 
mandated by any of the aforesaid causes beyond our control, the traveler shall have the option of accepting in lieu of the original tour such 
rescheduled tour or other substituted tour(s) as may be offered by us, or else, receiving a refund of as much of such advance tour expenditures 
as we are able to recover on the traveler’s behalf from carriers, third-party tour vendors, etc., but, we shall not have any obligation or liability 
to the traveler beyond the foregoing. We reserve the right to make alterations to the tour’s itinerary and to substitute hotels, transportation 
methods, or lecturers if this is required. We reserve the right to cancel, delay, or reschedule any tour prior to departure, and, so long as this is 
not due to any of the aforesaid causes beyond our control, the traveler shall be entitled to a full refund of all monies paid to that point if he/she 
so desires. No refund shall be made for any unused portion of any tour. By forwarding their deposit(s), the traveler certifies that he/she and/or 
their dependents, minors or others covered thereby do not have any mental, physical or other condition of disability that could create a hazard 
for them or other travelers. We reserve the right to decline to accept or to decline to retain any person as a member of any tour should such 
person’s health, condition or actions adversely affect or threaten the welfare or safety of other travelers or impede the tour. Baggage or valuables 
brought on the tour shall be transported, handled or stored at the traveler’s risk entirely, and, we shall bear no liability or responsibility for any 
damage or other loss thereto. Resolution of any disputes arising hereunder shall be effected exclusively in the state or federal courts presiding 
in Florida, pursuant to applicable Florida law. 
RATES: Tour costs are based upon current airfares, tariffs, and currency values. While we do everything possible to maintain the listed prices, 
they are subject to change. 
CST 2138603-50
ST 42048

G E N E R A L  I N F O R M A T I O N

I (we) wish to reserve ____ place(s) on THE AUGUST 2, 2027 TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE, July 27 – August 4, 
2027, with Washington & Lee University. I/We understand that a deposit of $1,000.00 per person is required. 
For the ease of registering online, please visit: https://go.wlu.edu/eclipse 

❑  I/We wish to pay the deposit by credit card and authorize Thalassa Journeys to contact us for credit card details. 
I understand that final payment is due ninety (90) days prior to departure and is payable by check or credit card.

Alternatively, you can make your deposit by check. 
Enclosed is my check for $___________($1,000 per person) made payable to Thalassa Journeys.

Please email your reservation to lifelong@wlu.edu and mail check to: 
Thalassa Journeys: 8815 Conroy-Windermere Rd., Suite 406, Orlando, FL 32835

R E G I S T R A T I O N

❑ Double accommodation	 ❑ Double Bed	 ❑ Single Bed

❑ Single accommodation	 Bed configuration cannot be guaranteed.	

Preference at hotels:

______________________________________________________________________________
DR./MR./MRS./MS.	 FIRST	 LAST (As it appears on your passport)

______________________________________________________________________________
DR./MR./MRS./MS.	 FIRST	 LAST (As it appears on your passport)

______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS					     CITY	  	 STATE	  	 ZIP

_____________________________________
GUEST ONE MOBILE

_______________________________________
GUEST ONE E-MAIL

__________________________________________________
GUEST ONE W&L AFFILIATION (CLASS YEAR, PARENT YEAR, FRIEND)

__________________________________________________
GUEST TWO W&L AFFILIATION (CLASS YEAR, PARENT YEAR, FRIEND)

_____________________________________
GUEST TWO NAME FOR NAME BADGE

_____________________________________
GUEST ONE NAME FOR NAME BADGE

_____________________________________
GUEST TWO MOBILE

_______________________________________
GUEST TWO E-MAIL

_______________________________________
SIGNATURE		        DATE

_______________________________________
SIGNATURE		        DATE

Each participant must sign 
below: I/We have read the 
“General Information” section 
and agree to its terms.

W&L 27L-0727
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Join Professor David Sukow on THE AUGUST 2, 2027 TOTAL 
SOLAR ECLIPSE OBSERVED IN THE ANCIENT LAND OF ALGERIA

Ancient Roman Tipaza, a UNESCO World Heritage Site

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL 
THE W&L OFFICE OF LIFELONG LEARNING AT  540-458-8723

Office of Lifelong Learning
204 West Washington St.
Lexington, VA 24450


