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Course synopsis:

The 20th century was for Poland a time of both hope and despair.  She was reborn as a free nation only to experience wars, Nazi occupation, and Soviet domination.  She played a pivotal role in the struggle that ultimately led to the collapse of communism in Europe, to become a regional leader in the process of transition to pluralist democracy and market economy.  Now she is a member of NATO and one of the largest countries in the European Union.  This course, set up as a spring institute (study abroad) program in Warsaw, Poland, will examine the contemporary cultural, social, and political issues of this nation.  Poland will be examined here as a test case of rapid social, political, and economic change, which characterizes the recent historical developments in the entire East Central Europe.

Lectures, discussions, film shows, and site visits will be organized along three thematic tracks.  Track 1, Historical Sociology of Poland in the 20th  Century, will focus on factors that shaped the contemporary Polish national identity.  Track 2 will be devoted to a comparative analysis of the process of transition away from communism in East Central Europe.  Track 3 will cover selected contemporary social and cultural issues in Poland. In addition to lectures by the Collegium Civitas faculty, the program of the course will include also an orientation session on W&L campus, daily discussion sessions with the instructor, visits to museums and historical sites, and side trips to Kraków (Poland’s ancient capital), Gdańsk (the cradle of the Solidarity movement) and the industrial city of Łódź.  The course will conclude with a wrap-up session on W&L campus, devoted mostly to the work on term papers.

Host institution and lecturers:

The course will be hosted by Collegium Civitas (http://www.collegium.edu.pl), a private liberal arts college in Warsaw.  It has been established as an undergraduate and graduate (MA) teaching college in 1997.  Its faculty come from five institutes of the Polish Academy of Science (elite research institution in Poland): Institute of Philosophy and Sociology, Institute for Political Studies, Institute of History, Institute of Slavic Studies, and Institute of Fine and Performing Arts.  As Collegium Civitas proudly (and accurately) pronounces on its Web page: Our faculty have been keen observers of, and often active participants in, the dramatic developments in Poland during the tumultuous years that led to the fall of the Iron Curtain. Collegium Civitas students study under the architects of the country’s accession to the European Union and have the opportunity to personally consult eminent figures in their country’s recent history, who encourage them to explore unorthodox and original ideas (see a tentative list of lectures below).
Course logistics:

During the stay in Warsaw the course will be quartered in Sezam, a guest house of Warsaw Polytechnic (http://www.sezam.pw.edu.pl).  Sezam offers single rooms with shared bathrooms (one per two rooms), refrigerator and TV.  Breakfasts and dinners/suppers will be served in Sezam, lunches in Troika Bistro located near the Collegium Civitas lecture halls.
During the stay in Kraków the course will be quartered in student hotel Piast (http://www.piast.bratniak.krakow.pl).

Travel within Poland will be by train.

Course itinerary (tentative):

	Date
	Location
	Activity

	April 21-24
	W&L campus
	Orientation (daily film shoes and discussion sessions)

	April 25
	
	Departure for Warsaw

	April 26
	
	Arrival in Warsaw, transfer to Sezam (Warsaw Polytechnic guest house)

	April 27
	Warsaw
	Guided city tour

	April 28-29
	Warsaw – Collegium Civitas
	Lectures

	April 30
	Warsaw
	Visits to museums (Warsaw Castle, Warsaw Historical Museum, Warsaw Uprising Museum )

	May 1-4
	Kraków (Piast student hotel, Jagiellonian University)
	Visits to Jagiellonian University, Wawel Royal Castle, Wieliczka Salt Mine, Kazimierz Jewish District, and Auschwitz Nazi Concentration Camp.

	May 5-6
	Warsaw – Collegium Civitas
	Lectures

	May 7
	Warsaw
	Guided tour of Polish Parliament

	May 8-9
	Warsaw – Collegium Civitas
	Lectures

	May 10-11
	Gdańsk
	Visits to Old Town and Roads to Freedom exhibit

	May 12-13
	Warsaw – Collegium Civitas
	Lectures

	May 14
	Łódź
	Tour of the 19th c. commercial and industrial district

	May 15-16
	Warsaw – Collegium Civitas
	Lectures

	May 17
	Warsaw-Wilanów
	Visits to Royal Summer Palace and Poster Museum

	May 18
	Warsaw 
	Leisure time

	May 19
	
	Departure from Warsaw

	May 20-30
	W&L campus
	Wrap-up session (daily discussions, film shows, work on term papers)


Textbooks:

Krzysztof Jasiewicz and David Mason “Poland: A Young Democracy” in W. Phillips Shively (ed.) Comparative Governance.

Padraic Kenney The Burdens Of Freedom: Eastern Europe Since 1989.
Castle, Marjorie and Ray Taras. Democracy in Poland. Second Edition 
Coursepack composed of items recommended by guest lecturers (TBA).

Lectures by Collegium Civitas faculty (tentative):

	Topic
	Lecturer (suggested)

	Track 1: Historical Sociology of Poland in the 20th Century

	Poland: Legacies of Partitions
	Dariusz Stola

	Poland: Legacies of the Interwar Period
	Dariusz Stola

	Poland: Legacies of the World War II
	Dariusz Stola

	Poland and ECE Under Communism
	Andrzej Paczkowski

	Democracy in America, Democracy in Poland: A Comparison
	Bohdan Szklarski

	Polish Legal and Constitutional Traditions
	Hubert Izdebski

	Polish-Jewish Relations in the 20th Century
	Natalia Aleksiun

	Track 2: Transition Away From Communism in Poland and East Central Europe

	Globalization – Democracy – the Nation State in European Context
	Edmund Wnuk-Lipiński

	Party Systems and Elections in Central Europe
	Natalia Letki

	Post-Communist Transitions in Non-EU Post-Soviet States
	Serge Pukas

	Transitional Justice in Poland and ECE
	Serge Pukas

	Sociology of Post-Soviet Society
	Benjamin Cope

	Economic Transition in Poland and ECE
	Jan Kofman / Wojciech Roszkowski

	Civil Society and Democratic Transition
	Lena Kolarska-Bobińska

	Social and Political Aspects of European Integration
	Elżbieta Skotnicka-Illasiewicz

	Track 3: Cultural and Social Issues in Contemporary Poland

	Polish Foreign Policy
	Robert Mroziewicz

	Welfare State in Poland, EU, and USA
	Włodzimierz Okrasa

	Religion and Politics in Poland
	Zbigniew Stawrowski

	Soundtrack of Our Times: Popular Music in Poland
	Marek Garztecki

	Gender and Nation in Poland
	Agnieszka Graff

	Life-Styles in Contemporary Poland
	Hanna Palska

	High-Brow Culture in Contemporary Poland
	Michał Komar


Course requirements:

Students are expected to actively participate in all course activities: lectures, discussions, film shows, site visits, and trips.  Each student will write two research papers (12-15 pages), one dealing with the development of Polish national identity and/or contemporary social and cultural issues, and the other covering, in a comparative way, selected issues of transition to democracy and market economy.
