
In Addition: Agreement of Release 
 
 
The U.S. National Park Service and some other federal land management agencies do not allow service providers such as 
W&L to be released by their participants from liability for injuries or other losses occurring on certain public lands.  On 
those lands W&L's exposure is limited to the Acknowledgment and Assumption of Risk Agreement, attached.  Your trip 
may include travel and activities off these public lands and W&L seeks additional protection for such travel and activities. 
 
Please read the following carefully and sign at the bottom: 
 

I have read and I understand the Acknowledgment and Assumption of Risk agreement, attached, and I 
confirm its representations and agree to all its provision as though they were fully set forth again, here. 
 
Except with respect to an injury or loss that occurs on public lands whose rules and regulations prohibit 
my doing so, I acknowledge and assume all risks of the trip, known and unknown, inherent or otherwise.  
In addition, I release, discharge, and agree to defend and indemnify the Washington and Lee University, 
its Outing Club, and its agents, employees, trustees, officers, contractors and all other persons or entities 
associated with it (collectively referred to as “W&L”) from all claims and liability for any loss or damage 
in any way connected with my membership or participation on any trip.  This release includes loss or 
damage claimed to be caused by the negligence of W&L.  I also agree to protect and indemnify W&L 
from claims of loss or injury to persons attempting to rescue me.  I understand that in signing this 
document I surrender my right to make a claim or file a lawsuit against Washington and Lee University 
for personal injury or property damage, wrongful death, or otherwise, except in cases of intentional 
wrongs or the gross negligence of W&L. 
 
I further agree that if I have any legal dispute with W&L which cannot be settled through discussions 
between the parties, I will attempt to settle the dispute through mediation before a mutually acceptable 
mediator whose name appears on the registry of names recognized by Virginia courts as qualified persons 
for mediation assignments.  To the extent mediation does not result in a resolution, I agree to submit the 
dispute to a binding arbitration through the American Arbitration Association in Virginia.  I also agree 
that I will pay all costs and attorneys fees incurred by W&L in defending a claim or suit, if the claim or 
suit is withdrawn by me or the extent a court or arbitration determines that W&L is not responsible for the 
injury or loss. 
 
If any portion of this agreement is found by a court or other appropriate authority to be invalid, the 
remainder of the agreement nevertheless will be in full force and effect. 

 
 Participant’s Signature:                                                                                  Date:  ______________     
 
 
The parent(s) or guardian must sign below if the participant is under 18 years of age.  In consideration of W&L’s allowing 
the participant to participate in the trip, the undersigned parent(s) or guardian agree to release W&L from any claim the 
parent(s) or guardian may have be caused by the negligence of W&L.  In addition, the parent(s) or guardian agree to 
protect and indemnify W&L from any claim and related expenses and fees, brought at any time by the participant or by 
anyone on the participant's behalf, or by any member of the participant's family, or by another trip participant, arising 
out of the participants enrollment of participation in the activity.  This indemnity includes claims of W&L negligence, but 
not its intentional acts or gross negligence. 
 
 
Parent’s or Legal Guardian’s Signature:                                                                  Date:  ______________     


